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�First Presbyterian Church, 815 Church Street, Hawley, PA  18428 
The Rev. William L. Samford, Pastor 

www.fpchawley.org          fpoffice@ptd.net             (570) 226-4835 
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The Chancel Choir has shed their gowns for the summer season. Have you seen them in their black and 
white? They look so smart…and much cooler! By the way, we’re so glad to have the Grilks back from their 
two-month stay in Florida….and we’re delighted that Hank received a great report as a result of his 
treatments! It’s also very nice to have Joe Hare back for the summer months. If you like to sing and you’re 
only here for the summer, please consider joining the choir…you will like the camaraderie that we all 
enjoy…and you will be included in our fabulous summer picnic (more on that next month). The choir will be 
on summer schedule during July and August: off on July 11th, with no rehearsal on July 7th, and off on 
August 8th, with no rehearsal on August 4th. They sing three Sundays a month, and rehearse all other 
Wednesdays at 7 PM. 
 

Our much-loved benediction, the “Irish Blessing,” has begun and will continue throughout July and August. 
Anyone can volunteer to sing the blessing…you don’t have to be a member of the choir or the church. 
Individuals, families or friends may sign up…solos, duets, small ensembles…all are welcome! A sign-up 
sheet is located in the music office. Speak to Adele if you are interested. 

Dear Friends, 
On Sunday, June 20th, we celebrated our 

twenty years of ministry together. As we noted 
during our celebration, a lot has happened since 
June of 1990 – many new members (including the 
six we received last Sunday), several building 
additions, buying back the manse the church sold in 
1983, and a lot of new programs.  

We have grown in many ways over the last 
twenty years and now its time to take a deep breath 
and try to discern what God wants us to do next. At 
the May Session meeting, it was decided to form a 
strategic/long range planning task force to include 
eight members along with the pastor. The process 
to be used is based on “Holy Conversations,” a 
way of doing planning that comes from the highly 
respected ecumenical church consulting 
organization: The Alban Institute. As you can tell 
from the title, this process includes a lot of 
conversation between the members of the task 
force, members and friends of the congregation, 
community leaders and neighbors and, of course, 
listening to the Holy Spirit.  

After prayer and discernment, the Session 
has asked and the following have accepted the 
invitation to be members of this task force: Jim 
Brill, John Gindhart, Kate Hammond, Bob Hughes, 
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Marion Pfeiffer, Margie Richmond, George 
Simmons, and Melanie Tek-Visgilio, along with 
me as Pastor. This group represents long term 
members, recent members, young and older 
persons, and a variety of life experiences. I know 
they will serve the church well.  

Over the next year, you will be asked to 
participate in events planned by the task force in 
order to hear your ideas, hopes and dreams for our 
church. I urge you to participate as you can. It is 
our expectation that once this plan is presented to 
the Session and congregation, it will be used and 
not just end up on a shelf in the office collecting 
dusk. That is why we want this plan to represent 
as many of your views and wishes as possible so 
that it ends up as a plan we can all embrace and 
use together as we move forward into the future.  

As I have often said, I feel blessed to be 
your partner in ministry and I look forward with 
great anticipation to what God has in store for this 
church in the years to come. Thanks be to God! 

 
 Grace, Peace, and Love, 
 

 Pastor Bill 
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Hawley Good News Café 
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Friday, July 16th 

 

5:30 PM Car-pool meets at the Church 
 

7:00 PM Game time 
 

Purchase your tickets after Worship. 
 

Faith Night and Fireworks 
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Per Capita 
 

For 2010, the Per Capita for each member in our congregation is $27.50. Per Capita 
is the means used to support the operations of the governing bodies of our 
denomination; General Assembly, the Synod, and the Presbytery.  
 

If you are able to do so at this time, please make your contribution to our obligation. 
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The Session 
The Rev. William Samford, Moderator 

 

Class of 2010            Class of 2011       Class of 2012 
Jim Brill             Pat Bartleson       Lee Benjamin 

  Roger deMars            Barbara Gindhart         Carol Cowan* 
  Betsy Graf             Jim Mould         Laurie Frank 
  Doug Krom            Margie Richmond         Brad Kiesendahl 
 

Board of Deacons 
 

Class of 2010            Class of 2011       Class of 2012 
  Mickey Krom            Paul Bortner         Ellin Compton 
  Shirley Peeters            Jane deMars          Florence Tees 
  Nick Robano            Denise Speckhardt         Robert Hughes 
 

 *Clerk of Session 
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