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 Saturday, December 11th  

 

Voices of Joy Concert 
 

Sunday, December 12th 

4:00 pm 

 

Choir Cantata  
Sunday, December 19th 

 

During Worship 
Annual Christmas Dinner  

at Lukan’s 
Tuesday, December 14th 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
�

5:00 PM  
Family Service 

Children’s Christmas 
Pageant 

 
8:00 PM  

Candlelight Service  
of Lessons & Carols 



    

P a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g e    

By: Pastor Bil l  Samford 
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Dear Friends, 
            First of all, I hope you and your loved ones had a wonderful Thanksgiving. But, now 
that Thanksgiving is over, Advent is here - and not a moment too soon. With everything going 
on in the world these days, we need to hear once again those words from the Angel: “Fear not; 
for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy!”  
            Advent means “coming.” We wait and prepare for the coming of Emmanuel – “God 
with us”- with the birth of Jesus Christ. During this wonderful season we will hear once again 
the good news of God’s love for us. I hope you will take time every day to stop and prepare for 
Jesus to come into your heart once again. After all, “whose birthday is it anyway?” I encourage 
you to take the time in prayer and worship to focus on our greatest Christmas gift – Jesus 
Christ. Come and worship with your sisters and brothers in Christ on Sunday mornings. As you 
read this issue of our newsletter you will find all kinds of opportunities to help you “Prepare the 
way of the Lord,” and experience the true joy of Christmas this year.  
             
            Ann Weems, in her book Kneeling in Bethlehem, has these words for us: 
                        This Advent let’s go to Bethlehem 
                        and see this thing that the Lord has made known to us. 
                        In the midst of shopping sprees 
                        let’s ponder in our hearts the Gift of Gifts. 
                        Through the tinsel let’s look for 
                        the gold of the Christmas Star. 
                        In the excitement and confusion, in the merry chaos, 
                        let’s listen for the brush of angel’s wings. 
                        This Advent, let’s go to Bethlehem 
                        and find our kneeling places. 
             
            “O come, let us adore Him – Christ the Lord!” 
 
                                    Grace, Peace and Love, 
                                     
                                    Pastor Bill 

Please let the 
Church office 
know if you have 
had a change of 
address. 

Gifts need to be 
wrapped and handed in 

no later than  
Monday, December 6th.  



C h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ion     
By: Denise Speckhardt    
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The team continues to meet regularly and has prepared a timeline, schedule of events, and discussion ques-
tions for the data gathering process.  A discussion was held with the Deacons at their regular meeting in No-
vember, and valuable input was gathered.  In addition, the U.S. Congregational Life Survey was administered 
to the congregation on November 14th.  We await the results, analysis, and comparison to other congregations 
the surveys will provide.  
 

The team has plans for meetings with other teams/groups from the church over the next few months to con-
tinue their data gathering work.  In an effort to have conversations with everyone in the congregation, with the 
help of the Deacons, small group meetings are planned for early spring.   
 

We look forward to seeing you at one of the meetings, your input is very important to us! 
 

Marion Pfeiffer, moderator 

I have been away most of the month of November.  I 
would like to thank Mickey Krom and Carol Rick for do-
ing a great job continuing our lessons. This month we fo-
cused on Moses and how God choose him to lead. God 
chooses us to lead too, if we just listen!  
 

I can not believe Advent time is here, personally my fa-
vorite time of year! Each week we will make two new or-
naments, one for our tree and  one to take home. Each one 
with a special meaning and reason.  
 

The Christmas Pageant will be at 5:00 PM Christmas Eve. 
ALL are welcomed, we have many parts for the children. 
I will be directing the pageant and if anyone is interested 
in helping please let me know.  
 

As I am home recovering, I have been making plans and 
thinking how enjoyable it is to be around and teach all of 
the children of the church. Each one a special gift and im-
portant in Sunday school. It is great to see them each 
week.  
 

If anyone has any suggestions for something to do in  
Sunday school, please let me know I am always open for 
suggestions.  

Poinsettia orders are due  
by December 12th 

 

Order your Poinsettia today, 
 help decorate the Church for 

the Christmas Holiday 
 and honor a loved one. 
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December 3rd ~ 7:00 PM 
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Friday, December  17th 
2:00 PM in the Parlor 

 
This month’s book is  
“The Christmas Box”  

By: Paul Evans 
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Tuesday, December 13th  

7:00 PM 
�
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“White Elephant Gift Swap” 
$5-$10 Gift 
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Saturday, December 11th 
9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 

 

Luncheon 11:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
$8.50 Adults  

$6.00  Children 12 & under 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church  
815 Church St. 

Hawley, PA  18428 
570-226-4835 

 

(in conjunction with the Hawley Winterfest) 
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October 18, 2010 
 

Dear Friends at First Presbyterian- 
 

Greetings from North Carolina!  After Tim received the wonderful gift box from the generous and thoughtful 
deacons of First Presbyterian,  I wanted to take a minute to say hello and update our friends at First Presbyte-
rian Church in Hawley on our recent move to North Carolina.  I regret that time did not permit a personal fare-
well before we left, but at that time chaos reigned. 
 

As some of you know, Timothy and I moved to Albemarle, North Carolina in August in order to be closer to 
my mother, Kay Lurie, who is living in a senior citizens retirement community in Charlotte. We are now near 
my sister Mara and her family and my brother Scott and his family as well.  Mom has been struggling with her 
memory, but her physical health is strong and she seems to be doing well in her new home.  We are grateful 
for that.  Our home in Albemarle is about 40 minutes from Mom, making it far easier to spend time with her 
than the 10 hour drive from Hawley did. 
 

Timothy is a college student at Stanly Community College in Albemarle.  He is doing well and has improved 
his academic outlook with the help of a rather disciplined baseball coach who demands performance in the 
classroom as well as, in Tim's case, the pitching mound.  He is refining his pitching skills and looks forward to 
the spring season.  The college is small and the baseball program is young so Tim and his teammates are also 
learning the finer points of fundraising, including endowments from friends and family.  All of these life les-
sons are encouraging the maturation process that helps develop responsible people.  Tim seems to like the 
school, the coach and the area and I pray for his continued evolution into successful young man. 
 

Caitlin remained in Pennsylvania to finish her education at Penn State Worthington/Scranton.  She is taking a 
full semester of credits and working.  Currently she is staying on Lake Wallenpaupack as our family home on 
Barker Street is still for sale.  This has been a major adjustment for her; please keep her in your thoughts and 
prayers and when you see her, say hello.  I miss her terribly and while she is oh-so self sufficient, I actually 
think she misses us too.  She plans to graduate in May of 2011 and pursue her career in family services and 
counseling. 
 

I have had a bit of a roller-coaster ride since the move.  There was some difficulty encountered in transferring 
my nurse practitioner license from state to state and as a result the job I was initially offered was retracted.  I 
have been able to find temporary work and have finally received my North Carolina licenses and will start 
with a new practice in November.  This has been a real test of patience which has encouraged me to be more 
trusting and has increased my faith. Jeremiah 29:11 
 

I have found living in the South to be different in many ways- people are far more outwardly spiritual.  It is not 
unusual to hear "Have a Blessed Day" or "I'll be praying for you" or "God Bless You" (even when you haven't 
sneezed).  There seems to be less reluctance to declare your faith and more willingness to share it.  In the time 
that we have been here we have been invited to many churches, all different denominations, and all with an en-
thusiasm that is refreshing to see.   
 

I do occasionally suffer from intense homesickness, I miss our little town of Hawley with its quirks and all, 
and so many of the wonderful family members and friends left behind.  I pray for your continued health and 
happiness and wish you all well. 
 

Write if you can- remember you are thought of with much fondness- 
 

Ruth and Timothy Silsby 
420 Montgomery Avenue 
Albemarle, North Carolina 28001 
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Per Capita 
 

For 2010, the Per Capita for each member in 
our congregation is $27.50. Per Capita is the 
means used to support the operations of the 
governing bodies of our denomination; Gen-
eral Assembly, the Synod, and the Presby-
tery.  
 
If you are able to do so at this time, please 
make your contribution to our obligation. 
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Tuesday, December 14th 
 

6:00 PM ~~ B.Y.O.B. 
6:30 PM Dinner  

 
 

Soup, Salad and Rolls, Pork Chops, Baked Potatoes, Two Vegetables   
Dessert, Tea & Coffee  

                         

$28.00 per person includes tax and gratuity 
 

Sign up on the bulletin board. Reservation form along with payment,  
MUST be returned to Pat Bartleson by Sunday, December 12th. 

 

Any cancellations MUST notify Pat 390-4146 by Sunday December 12th. 

Bible Study at  
First Presbyterian Church 

 
We have two great opportunities for Adult Chris-
tian Education in our church. Every Thursday 
morning at 11:00 AM Pastor Bill leads a study 
with insightful and enlightening discussions. In 
December the study will be Repentance, Faith, Ho-
liness, and Love: a Advent Study. Then on Sunday 
morning we have Grace Cafe in the Parlor at 
8:45AM. Grab a cup of coffee and some cake and 
be prepared to have another great discussion over 
the Bible and our views. Currently we are studying 
the book of Proverbs.  
 
Both are a great place to be to learn more and each 
are only an hour long. Take an advantage and join 
in on one or both of them. We would love to have 
you join us.  

Per Capita Goal: $5335 
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  2   Rick & Marion Pfeiffer 
  3   Paul & Sue Bortner 
17   Gary & Jackie Wolf 
20   Chip & Barbara Schariest 

MMMM u sic  ~  M u s ic  ~  M u s icu s ic  ~  M u s ic  ~  M u s icu s ic  ~  M u s ic  ~  M u s icu s ic  ~  M u s ic  ~  M u s ic     
B y :  A d e le  H a r r isonB y :  A d e le  H a r r isonB y :  A d e le  H a r r isonB y :  A d e le  H a r r ison 

 
      “Christmas is coming…” and you know the rest! If you would like to hear it sung, along with many 
other sacred and secular Christmas songs, be sure to come to the “Voices of Joy” concert in our sanctuary at 4 
PM on December 12th. The choir is having a great time in rehearsal every Monday night, and Joy is working 
very hard to bring it all together. Of course, our own Carol Cowan is accompanying for much of the music…
she just might have a few surprises in store for us! This concert is a perfect way to end the Hawley Winterfest 
week-end…don’t miss it! 
            December 19th is another important date during the holiday season…the Chancel Choir’s cantata, 
“Love’s Pure Light, by Lloyd Larson. Hear the Christmas story told with beautiful music, accompanied by 
Adista Wightman (remember her?…she sang “The Holy City” so beautifully at our church service last April.), 
and narrated by your favorite readers, Pastor Bill and Carol Cowan. The cantata takes places during the 10AM 
Sunday service, and we guarantee that you will leave that service fully inspired for the holy and blessed events 
to come. 
            Last but not least, there’s Christmas Eve to round out your holiday celebration.  You will have the op-
portunity to sing some of your favorite carols with the children during their pageant at 5PM. At the Lessons &  
Carols service (8PM), you will also sing carols and be treated to special music to enhance the Christmas story. 
            After Christmas Eve, the Chancel Choir will take a winter break until March. Special music will take 
place during January and February…a sign-up sheet will be located on the bulletin board in the music office. If 
you know anyone outside of this congregation who sings or plays an instrument, we would love to give him 
(or her) an anthem slot. Of course, anyone within this congregation is always welcome…you don’t have to be 
a member of the choir. Speak to me after any worship service, and we’ll put something together. 
            Have a joyous and very tuneful holiday! 
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  1   Kimberly Franco 
  1   Ruth Ulrich 
  4   John Tees, Jr. 
  7   Dominick Robano 
10   Stanley Bartleson 
15   Deanne Mausolf 
18   Lee Benjamin 
19   Lisa Osborne-Bondrew 
24   Sara Bondrew 
31   Ellin Compton 
31   Edward Riedinger 
31   Joshua Whitfield 

The Session 
The Rev. William Samford, Moderator 

 

Class of 2010            Class of 2011                   Class of 2012 
Jim Brill                   Pat Bartleson                    Lee Benjamin 

  Roger deMars          Barbara Gindhart              Carol Cowan* 
  Betsy Graf                Jim Mould                        Laurie Frank 
  Doug Krom               Margie Richmond             Brad Kiesendahl 
 
*Clerk of Session 

Board of Deacons 
 

Class of 2010                Class of 2011                Class of 2012 
  Mickey Krom               Paul Bortner                  Ellin Compton 
  Shirley Peeters              Jane deMars                  Florence Tees 
  Nick Robano**            Denise Speckhardt        Robert Hughes 
 

 **Moderator 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

        
 
 

 

  
      

 
 

 
 

  1 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 

6:30 PM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

 

 2 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 

12:00 CE 

 3 
7:00 PM 

Narnia Night 
 
 

4 
 

5 
 8:45 AM 

Grace Café  
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 
 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 

11:45 AM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

6 
12:00  PM 

AA  
 

6:00 PM 
Children’s Choir 

 

7:00 PM 
Voices of Joy 

Rehearsal 
 

Long Range Task Force 

7 
11:00 AM 
Mission 

 

7:00 PM - CE 
 

7:00 PM  
Admin 

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

8 
12:00 PM 

AA  
 

6:30 PM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

 

7:00 PM 
Chancel 

 9 
9:30 AM  

Parish Life 
 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

12:30 PM  
Deacons’ 

 10 
10:00 AM 

Worship & Music 

11 
9:00 AM 
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 12 
 8:45 AM 

Grace Café  
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 

11:45 AM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

 

4:00 PM 
Voices of Joy 

 13 
12:00  PM 

AA  
 

6:00 PM 
Children’s Choir 

 

7:00  
PW  

White Elephant 
Gift Swap 

 
�

14 
6:00 PM 

Dinner at Lukan’s 
 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 15 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 
 

7:00 PM 
Chancel 

 16 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 
 

17 
2:00 PM 

PW Book Club 
 

18 
 

 19  
 8:45 AM 

Grace Café  
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 
Choir Cantata 

 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 

 
 

20 
12:00  PM 

AA  
 
 
 

 

 21 
 6:30 PM 
Session      

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 

22 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 

7:00 PM 
Chancel 

23 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 

24 
5:00 PM 

Family Service 
 

8:00 PM 
Lessons & Carols 

25 

26 

8:45 AM 
Grace Café  

 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 

 

27 
 12:00  PM 

AA  
 

 

28 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 29 
12:00 PM 

AA 

 30 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 

 31  

��	
���
�	�
����
������� ��������������������� ����������� ����������� �������� �������������� ����������� ��������������������� ����������



 

����������	
�������
������

����������	

	���
������������

�������

�����������������  

���
����� ����!"��

�������

����������	�


�	
��

������������


��
	����

��
�������������


���������

��������������
�� 


��������������

������� 
!��������
"
��������


9:30 AM – 1:30 PM 
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Mission Statement:  We believe that God is alive and active. As faithful 
disciples we spread the good news of Christ’s love, forgiveness, and grace.  
Our mission is to be God’s presence within our community.  Our ministry 
is people to people, nurturing spiritual growth, promoting peace, caring 
for others, and providing fellowship. 
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Check out our facebook 
page. Tell us you like us. 
Sign up for upcoming 
events. Check back fre-
quently for the latest news 
and updated events at First 


