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The Year of the Bible 
2012 

Plan now to have a blessed new year!  
 
The Bible will be the theme for the entire year of 2012 at The First Presbyterian Church of Hawley. The con-
gregation has accepted a challenge to read the whole Bible in one year. A book will guide participants as they 
read approximately twenty minutes a day.  
 
We are looking forward to a great year, and many of the members of our congregation have already said that 
they plan to be a part of the program. Don’t miss out! 
 
Join us in The Year of the Bible program for 2012. Here is your chance to grow spiritually in the coming 
year.  
 
This program will be the focus of the entire coming year. Please turn in a commitment card to the church of-
fice and pick up a copy of the participant’s book that goes with the program. 
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www.fpchawley.org          fpoffice@ptd.net             (570) 226-4835 

���������	
��
����
��������

Ten Reason to Sign up for  The Year of the Bible 2012 
 

10. Lots of other churches are doing it. 
  9. You can say you have read the Bible cover to cover. 
  8. It’s more exciting that watching a soap opera on TV. 
  7. Everyone agrees that the Bible is important. 
  6. You’ll know where to find Habakkuk.  
  5. Your congregation will experience a stronger sense of       
      fellowship and unity. 
  4. It’s cheaper than buying a paperback novel. 
  3. How else will you read about God’s gift to us in Jesus Christ? 
  2. It will help you “get into” the Bible. 
  1. The Bible is “a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.” 
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Annual Congregational &  
Corporation Meeting 

 

The Annual Congregational and Cor-
poration Meeting of The First Presby-
terian Church in Hawley, PA, will be 
held on January 15, 2012 following 
Worship.   
 
 

All reports are due in the office 
no later than January 5, 2012. 



 
            At the end of 2011, perhaps, like me, you may be wondering: 
Where did the past year go? This Sunday, January 1st is the first day of 
2012 and, at the beginning of a new year, all of us are filled with hope and 
expectation. Of course, it is also the time many of us make New Year’s 
resolutions – maybe this is the year for losing weight, taking better care of 
yourself and your family, getting your financial affairs in order, getting bet-
ter organized, etc. I do hope that your resolutions include something for 
your spiritual life as well. As I hope you know, on January 1st a number of 
us at First Presbyterian will embark on an effort to read the entire Bible in 
one year. I am excited that over 40 have signed up to participate. It is not 
too late to commit to this program. Please sign up and receive your partici-
pant’s book with your daily readings either Sunday morning or by stopping 
by the church office Tuesday through Thursday. Please do this as soon as 
you can. Like all other resolutions, this will involve an ongoing commit-
ment and the church is planning to help all participants through the year to 
keep this resolution.  

            This Sunday is also the celebration of Epiphany – when the wise men arrived and presented their gifts 
to the Christ Child. Epiphany is celebrated as the “Season of Light” and that the Light is for the entire world. 
How appropriate for the first Sunday of the New Year!  
            “Arise, shine, for your Light has come.” No matter how tough things get in our lives or how dark it is 
in the world, the Light has come through Jesus Christ. As people of faith, we know that the Light and Love 
of our Lord Jesus Christ will not only sustain us, but also empower us in our lives and in our ministry here at 
First Presbyterian Church. Our God is the one who promises: “Behold, I make all things new!” So, let us not 
be afraid, but let us rejoice, because in Jesus Christ, “our Light has come!” 
            I look forward to seeing you in church, especially this Sunday as we gather together as brothers and 
sisters in Christ and begin a new year with Holy Communion and rededicate ourselves to serving our Lord. 

 
 

Grace, Peace, and Love, 
 

Pastor Bill 

    

P a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g e    

By: Pastor Bil l  Samford 
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Our youth will hold soup pots at church doors February 5th for Sou-
per Bowl of Caring Sunday.  They will join young people in 
churches across the country to collect money for those who are hun-
gry and hurting. Please support the youth of our church in this effort 
to “love our neighbors” by dropping your dollar in the soup pot. 
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Monday, January 9th    

6:30 PM�
 

“Election of Officers” 
 
 

In 1864 six ladies of the Church, formed the Ladies 
Sewing Society, which in later years came to be the 
Pastor’s Aid Society, and is now Presbyterian 
Women, celebrating Women’s Night Out. 
 
It is interesting to note that the constitution of the La-
dies Sewing Society provided that “the object of the 
Society shall be to aid in procuring funds, to be ap-
plied for the benefit of the church”, this is still the 
objective of our group, along with creating fellow-
ship among women of the Church.   

 

PW Book Club 
 

Friday, January 20th 
2:00 PM 

 
This month’s book is: 

“I Still Dream About You” 
By Fannie Flagg 
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January 14th and 28th 

 

11:30 PM - 1:00 PM 
 

 

Volunteers Needed 
Sign up on the bulletin board. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Call Paul Bortner or Barbara Gindhart 
for more information.�

Per Capita: What is it? 
  

In a nutshell, Per Capita is the means used to support the op-
erations of the governing bodies of our denomination.   Those 
governing bodies include the General Assembly, the Synod, 
and the Presbytery.  Each year the governing bodies estimate 
their operating costs, then those costs are divided by the total 
number of active individual church members to determine the 
Per Capita (or per member) amount.  The Presbyterian 
Church has been using this method of funding for over 150 
years, since it enables each active member the ability to share 
equally in the cost, as well as the benefits, of membership in 
the entire faith community. 
 
For 2012, the Per Capita for each member in our congrega-
tion is $28.50.  Since Session calculated we have 187 active 
members as of last year, the total cost for our church is 
$5330.  This total amount is due and will be paid by our 
Treasurer to the Presbytery in January.  It is the hope of the 
Session, and the Administration & Finance Team that as 
many of our members as possible will contribute their share 
towards this denominational commitment, so that our regular 
giving may be used for other purposes. 
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Baptism of Max W. Bakerman 

Baptism of  Samuel Michael Kiesendahl 



Cookie Walk & Victorian Tea 
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This years 
���������	��

�
��
���
����������
 raised $3000.  

 

Thank you to all that baked  
and helped out. 
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The Deacons’ collected over $502.64 this past 
year from the IGA Community Dock Fund. The 
money collected went toward boxes sent to the 
college students and the card ministry.  
 
The Deacons’ earn 1% of your net purchases 
when you use your IGA Customer Card. If you 
do not have an IGA Customer card, please get 
one. There are applications on the wall in the 
church office. 

  

Chancel Choir will take a  
break until March. 
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See Adele for details. 
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Thank you to everyone that brought in ink cartridges this past year. Total earnings 
for 2011 was $206. Please continue to bring your cartridges to the office.  
 

Think Green! We Recycle! 

Giving Tree Thank You 
 

Especially during Advent and Christmas I am al-
ways impressed by the constant reminders around 
our church community of the kindness, special-
ness and thoughtfulness that is shared. With the 
Giving Tree I have experienced this year (being 
my first year) all of that and more. Special wrap-
pings go with the thought and love put into each 
choice and package which is so appreciated by 
the boys and girls of our community. Please, let 
me thank you and bless you for 
all your gifting. 
 
Ellin Compton 
Chair, Giving Tree 



��	
���
�	�
����
������������������������������������ �������� ����������� ���������������������� ���������� � ��������������� ������

 

 
 

�����
�����
����



�

�����������������������������������������������
By: Adele Harrison 

 
             Here we are in a brand new year….2012 already? December was such an exciting month…the won-
derful “Voices of Joy” concert, the caroling, Christmas Eve (and Christmas Sunday) services. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the Chancel Choir, the soloists (Ann Marie Grilk, Carol Cowan, Jim Mould, 
Roger Rick), the instrumentalists (Kimberley and Tristan Protzman, Carol Cowan) and an enthusiastic, 
“singing” congregation…all who helped to make Christmas Eve services so glorious.  
             And now, the January “lull.” The Chancel Choir is enjoying a brief “vacation” during the winter 
months…they return to the loft on Sunday, March 4th. During this time, special music is needed for each Sun-
day. If you sing, but don’t have time to commit to the choir, pick a Sunday and sign up (sign-up sheet located 
on music office bulletin board). ..instrumentalists and small groups are also welcome! I will be happy to work 
with you. 
             A great way to serve God in musical praise is to sing in the choir. You don’t have to have a solo voice 
or musical knowledge…we have “on the job” training. We also have a lot of fun together! Consider joining us 
for our Lenten cantata, “Love So Amazing,” which will be performed on Palm Sunday, April 1st. We will 
have two opportunities for cantata rehearsals during the week: Wednesdays at 6:30 PM and Sundays, after the 
church services (a basic review of Wednesday night rehearsals). Wednesday rehearsals will begin on February 
15th, weather permitting.  
 

Happy New Year! 
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Birthday W ishesBirthday W ishesBirthday W ishesBirthday W ishes    Happy AnniversaryHappy AnniversaryHappy AnniversaryHappy Anniversary    
1 Tom & Chris Cully 
1  Doug & Maureen Krom 
8  Peter & Molly Rodgers 

  1  Bill Vande Vaarst 
  2  Jackie Fitzgerald 
  2  Eileen Robano 
  8  Julia Ciuba 
10  William Roberts 
18  Manny Rodriguez 
20  Ann Marie Grilk 
20  Roger Rick 
22  Cynthia Stibick 
23  Nancy Duval 
23  Paula Simmons 
26  Duane Austin 
26  Frank Mangan 
27  Gerry Scofield 
28  Merle Zimmerman 

The Session 
The Rev. William Samford, Moderator 

Class of 2013 
Jim Brill 
Joy Logiudice 
Roger Rick 
Cheryl Swaney 
 

Class of 2013 
Mickey Krom 
John Gindhart 
Nick Robano** 

Board of Deacons 

Class of 2014 
Beth Crowley 
Brian DeHart 
Barbara Gindhart 
Oressa Miller 
 

* Clerk of Session 
 
 
 
 
 

Class of 2014 
Cathy Burton 
Evelyn Kent 
 
 

** Moderator 

Class of 2012 
Lee Benjamin 
Carol Cowan* 
Laurie Frank 
Brad Kiesendahl 
 
 
 
 
Class of 2012 
Ellin Compton 
Florence Tees 
Robert Hughes 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

       
 
 

1 Happy New Year! 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

2 
12:00  PM 

AA �

3 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 

 

4 
12:00 PM 

AA 

5 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

6:00 PM 
Tops 

Annual  
Reports Due 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 
 
 

8 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 

 
 

9 
12:00  PM 

AA �
 

6:30 PM 
PW 

 
 

 

10 
8:00 PM 

NA 

11 
9:30 AM  
Admin 

 
 

11:00 AM 

Mission 
 

12:00 PM 
AA  

 

 

12 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

12:30 PM 
Deacons 

 

6:00 PM 
tops 

 

7:00 PM 
Session 

13 
10:00 AM 

Worship & Music 

14 
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café Luncheon 

15 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

2 
 

11:00 AM 
Annual  
Meeting 

 

 
 

 

 16 
12:00  PM 

AA 
 
 

17 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 18 
12:00 PM 

AA  

 

 

19 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:00 PM 
tops 

 

�

20 
2:00 PM 

PW Book Club 
 

 

21 
 
 

22 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 
 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 

23 
12:00  PM 

AA  

 

 
 

24 
8:00 PM 

NA�
�
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25 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 

 

26 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 

6:00 PM 
tops 

 
 

27 
 

28 
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café Luncheon 

29 

9:00 AM 
Grace Café 

 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 

30 
12:00  PM 

AA  

 

 

31 
8:00 PM 

NA 
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9:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

Mission Statement:  We believe that God is alive and active. As faithful dis-
ciples we spread the good news of Christ’s love, forgiveness, and grace.  Our 
mission is to be God’s presence within our community.  Our ministry is peo-
ple to people, nurturing spiritual growth, promoting peace, caring for others, 
and providing fellowship. 
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Check out our facebook 
page. Tell us you like us. 
Sign up for upcoming 
events. Check back fre-
quently for the latest news 
and updated events at First 
Presbyterian. 


