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Sunday, June 5th  
after Worship 

 

Help the Long Range  
Task Force Plan the Future of  

First Presbyterian Church 
 

We want to hear from you.  
 

What are your  
Visions, Dreams, Ideas 

for the future of  
your church? 

 

If you could not attend the previous  
meeting, please join us for this one. 
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Sunday, June 5th  
 

Spring is the perfect time to wear a hat,  
and what better place, than in church.  

 

So dust off those hats and celebrate  

"Wear a Hat to Church Day.” 

 ��������	�
����
�  
First Presbyterian Church, 815 Church Street, Hawley, PA  18428 
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www.fpchawley.org          fpoffice@ptd.net             (570) 226-4835 

����������
	

�����
����

��������	������
���
�
�
�

�����������	
�� ������������ ����������� ������������ ����� �������
��
	���
	
����

�
	�����
����������� ������������
������
���	
��� ������������ ����������� ������������ ������ ����
�
����
����������� ������������ ����������� ������������ � �����������
������
	���

��������� ����������� ������������ ������� �
!���"#�$��%

��
�����
���������� ������������ ����������&�
'����('����('���������������� ������������ ����������&�
���

#����������� ������������ ����������� ������������ � ���������)�


��������	����
�������  

Saturday, June 4th 
9:00AM-3:00PM 

Donations are needed call Pat at 
 570-390-4146 or Barbara at 570-949-4341. 

Sunday, June 5th  
 

Ice Cream Social and 
fun treats for all to  

enjoy after Worship. 



Dear Friends, 
 
            As many of you know, we are in the process of developing a long 
range plan for our congregation. By “long range,” I talking about five years. 
A lot can happen in five years. Because we are in this process, I have been 
paying close attention to what others – authors, pastors, and church offi-
cials – are saying about where they see the church heading. Here are a few 
things I’ve picked up: 
 
1.  Planning is essential. If you don’t care where you are going, then it does-
n’t matter if you have a plan or not. But, if you know what direction you 
want to go, then a plan is not only helpful, it is a necessity. In the past twenty 
years, First Presbyterian Church in Hawley has grown over 400%. It is a 
completely different congregation then it was when I arrived in 1990. Truth 

be told, it is a very different congregation than it was five years ago. Because of that growth, 
we need to step back, take a deep breath, and have what we are calling a “Holy Conversation” 
with God and with each other. 

 
2.   It is a very different world “out there.” Just as the church has changed, the society the church 

is in has changed. It has been said that all you use to have to do, was put a sign out in front 
and the people would flock into the Church. But in the last 50 years, the Church, including 
ours, is facing a society that is, if not hostile, at the very least, neutral, about church. It just 
isn’t a part of many people’s lives. We can no longer count on people finding us and coming 
in. We have to reach out to them. We need to know our neighbors, what they need, and then 
try to figure out what we can do for them. That’s where thoughtful and prayerful planning 
comes in. 

 
3.   Because of the world we find ourselves in, Christian education and spiritual formation for 

children and adults are more important than ever. As Anthony Robinson writes: We espe-
cially need to help our adult members “discern what God is up to in our new time and to re-
spond with as much wit and courage as we can manage. We need to help our members and 
friends learn the core convictions of Christianity and what difference they might make.” 

 
I am encouraged that many of you are interested and want to participate in this planning process. 

In our first of two congregational gatherings, 43 of you stayed and had lively discussions in your groups. 
I hope that others of you will come on June 5th for your opportunity to share your hopes and dreams for 
our congregation. 

 
                        Grace, Peace, and Love, 
 

                             Pastor Bill 
 

    

P a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g e    

By: Pastor Bil l  Samford 
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Report from the Long Range/Strategic 
Planning Task Force 

 
The first of our congregational ‘listening’ meet-
ings was held on Sunday May 22nd after worship.  
Approximately 42 members stayed for a delicious 
lunch served by Nancy Brill and her “kitchen an-
gels”, followed by some lively and insightful dis-
cussion.  Thoughtful input about our current pro-
grams and strengths, as well as ideas for our min-
istry in future years were shared.  Thank you to 
everyone who participated; to Nancy and her crew 
and also to the Deacons for their help in recording 
the discussion.  
 
The next ‘listening’ meeting is planned for June 5th 
after worship.  If you were unable to attend on 
May 22nd, please plan to join us for discussion and 
fellowship! 
 
The Long Range Planning 
Team will meet on Tuesday 
May 31st at 7:15 pm.  
 
Marion Pfeiffer, moderator 
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C h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ion     
By: Denise Speckhardt    

Can you believe this will be our 
fifth VBS? Amazing how far we 
have come in five years. We be-
gan not knowing anything about 
coordinating this program and learned so much  
together. We began with a little over 20 children 
and last year we had nearly 50 in attendance. This is 
truly a program that reaches out to our community. 
It is so fantastic to be a part of a mission to spread 
the word of Christ to the children.  
 
For this reason, I invite everyone to come and take a 
cruise with us this year to the Islands. VBS this year 
will be a tropical Island theme. Each day will be a 
new island for us to explore as well as a Bible les-
son to teach us of Jesus' love. The islands we visit 
will be the same ones that the apostle Paul visited in 
his journeys. We will have a lot of fun and adven-
ture this summer in VBS. We can always use more 
help, this program would not be possible without 
the support and help of the church.  
 

 Per Capita Goal          $5,085 
              
Date     Received 
  1/2/2011                                    113.50 
  1/9/2011                                    199.75 
1/16/2011                                    179.50 
1/23/2011                                    201.25 
1/30/2011                                    201.25 
  2/6/2011                                    216.50 
2/13/2011                                      84.75 
2/20/2011                                    169.50 
  3/6/2011                                    112.50 
3/20/2011                                      28.25 
3/27/2011                                      30.00 
  4/3/2011                                      27.00 
4/24/2011                                      86.50 
Received to date                  $1,650.25 
Amount to goal                    $3,434.75 
Receipt %                               32.45% 
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This years Deacons’ Craft 
fair was a great success  

once again. 
 

$500.00  
was raised for the  

Deacons’ Emergency Fund. 
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The Session 
The Rev. William Samford, Moderator 

 
 Class of 2013 

Jim Brill 
Joy Logiudice 
Gerald Scofield 
Cheryl Swaney 
 
 
 
 
Class of 2013 
Mickey Krom 
John Gindhart 
Nick Robano** 

Class of 2011 
Pat Bartleson 
Barbara Gindhart 
Jim Mould 
Margie Richmond 
 

* Clerk of Session 
 
 
 

Class of 2011 
Paul Bortner 
Paula Simmons 
Denise Speckhardt 

 

** Moderator 

Class of 2012 
Lee Benjamin 
Carol Cowan* 
Laurie Frank 
Brad Kiesendahl 
 

Class of 2012 
Ellin Compton 
Florence Tees 
Robert Hughes 

Board of Deacons 

���������	��
���
�������

���  
 

A monthly sign-up sheet is on our bulletin board for 
those interested in dining with other church members.  
This is a great opportunity to meet our church broth-
ers/sisters, share great food and fellowship. 
 

If at all possible, you will be requested to host once 
during the year.  All guests will assist the host in pro-
viding food for the monthly event. We will be host-
ing dinners in June and July. 
 

Contact Barbara Nuss for more details. 
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Friday, June 10th  
6:30 PM�

�

�
 

 
 

 
Join in the fun, making crafts,  

games & stories. 
          

Fun for all ages. 

A light dinner will be served. 

����������	
�
Friday, June 17th 

2:00 PM 
This month’s book is  

“Wish You Were Here” 
By: Stewart  O’Nan 
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Monday, June 13th  
 

      6:30 PM 

Come dressed in your 
favorite beach outfit; 
enjoy good food, fun 
and games. 
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Coming to First Presbyterian Church 
 

Sunday, June 19th  
7:00 PM 

 

A Dynamic Worship Experience 
Celebrating The Promise, 

 Security And Love Of God! 
 

Fill Will Offering 

Spring Clean Up Day  
&  

Planting of the Geraniums 
 

Saturday, June 18th   
at 9:00 AM 

 
Geranium orders are  

   due by June 5th. 



����������	�
���� �
 

Friday, June 24th  
6:30 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Family, Friends & Neighbors  
ALL are Welcome! 

     
Games played: Wii Bowling,  

Chutes & Ladders, Jenga,  Hand & 
Foot, Rummikub, Apples to Apples, 

Trouble, Bingo and more. 
 
 

If you have a favorite game that you 
like to PLAY, bring it with you! 
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Thursdays, at 6:00 PM 
  

"Working towards a goal with other people 
makes it fun and less burdensome.  

It matters to us that you are ...taking care of 
the previous gift of life God has given us."  

 

"Exercise Programs"  
in Blough Hall will begin in March.  

For more information, 
contact Barbara Gindhart 

 

Supported by Presbyterian Women, profits 
will go to the local Food Bank. 

Combine the power of your faith with 
your desire to lose weight and get fit.  

We will  visit exotic island locations on your 
quest to learn more about Jesus Christ! 
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Join us on an Island Odyssey  

July 25th - 29th  
9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 



  4   Donald Nuss 
  5   Betsy Yergey 
  6   Jim Falk 
  7   Siri Falk Travis 
  8   William Dyson 
  8   Sandy Schuster 
10   Donna Marie DeHart 
12   Evelyn Gawron 
12   Trisha Tarkett 
12   Alejandro Ciuba 
13 Timothy Silsby 
13   Andrew Speckhardt 

16   Jean Berry 
17   Bill Samford 
23   George Gumble 
25   Noreen Kunch 
26   Trent Bryden 
29   Barbara Nuss 
29   Henry Rahm 
29   Lucille Riedinger 
30   Charles Davis 
30   George Simmons 
30   Jackie Wolf 
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12   Gerald & Barbara Scofield 
14   Howard & Judy Wentz 
18   Wayne & Aline Townsend 
21   Roger & Jane deMars 
26   Bud & Adele Harrison 
30   Jim & Betsy Falk 

�
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By: Adele Harrison 

 

 

            You may have noticed that the piano in the sanctuary looks a bit different…that’s because it is! The 
“new” piano is a generous donation, with the ability to hold its tune much longer than the piano that it re-
placed. The former sanctuary piano is now being used in the Sunday School room…a perfect area for choir 
rehearsals (and no disturbances during Sunday morning warm-ups).  
            We are very excited to host the wonderful Re-Creation singers on June 19th. If you missed them two 
years ago, don’t let it happen again…you won’t be sorry! They are a group of very dedicated young people 
who volunteer their time to perform cross-country. They will inspire and delight you, and all they ask is that 
we feed them…an easy task for us (you know how Presbyterians love to eat)! Be sure to come out and sup-
port this fantastic group of musicians as they share their great faith with us. 
            The Chancel Choir is gearing up for the summer season. During July, August and September the 
choir continues to sing three Sundays a month, but they will take a break on one rehearsal night…the 
Wednesday night before a “choir off” Sunday. If you are a “snow bird,” consider joining the choir during the 
summer season. We will provide rehearsal Cds for your convenience and, in case you are a “week-ender,” 
we can have a brief review of the next Sunday’s anthem after church on Sundays. Wednesday night rehears-
als continue to be at 6:30 (tenors and basses) and 7:00 (everyone). 
            Our signature summertime choral benediction, the “Irish Blessing,” will begin on June 19th. Our tra-
dition has been that the blessing be sung by an individual or small group from the back of the church. You 
don’t have to be a member of the choir or the church to do this…anyone may volunteer. If you, or anyone 
you know, might be interested, speak to Adele. A sign-up sheet will be located in the music office. 
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Saturday, June 11th & 25th 
 

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

Sign up on the bulletin board. 
                                    

Call Paul Bortner or Barbara Gindhart  

Join in the most Rewarding  
Opportunity to Serve! 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

        
 
 

 

  
 

   1 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

2 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

6:00 PM 
tops 

3 
 

4 
9:00AM 

PW 
Rummage Sale 

 

5 Children’s Day/ 
Wear Your Hat to 

Church Day 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 

11:30 AM 
Congregational 

Meeting 

6 
12:00  PM 

AA 
 

 
 

�
 

 
 

7 
7:00 PM  

CE 
 

8:00 PM 
NA 

8 

12:00 PM 
AA  

 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

 

9 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 
 

12:30 PM 
Deacons’ 

 

6:00 PM 
Tops 

 

 
 

10 
10:00 AM 

Worship & Music 
 

6:30 PM 
Family Fun Night 

 
 

11�
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café  Luncheon 

 

 12 PENTECOST 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 
 
 

 13 

12:00  PM 
AA  

 

6:30  
PW 

Spring Luau 
�

14 

11:00 AM 
Mission 

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 15 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 
 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

16 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 

6:00 PM 
tops 

17 
2:00 PM 

Book Club 

18 
9:00 AM 
Church 

Clean–up Day 

19 Father’s   Day 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 

7:00 PM 
“Re-Creation” 

 

20 
12:00  PM 

AA  

 
 

 

21  
 

7:00 PM 
Session 

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 

 

22 
12:00 PM 

AA  
 

 

23 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 

6:00 PM 
tops 

24 

6:30 PM 
Family Game Night 

25 
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café  Luncheon 

26   
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

27 
 12:00  PM 

AA  
 

 

28 
8:00 PM 

NA 
 

 

29 
12:00 PM 

AA  
 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

30 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 

6:00 PM 
tops 
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9:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

�

Mission Statement:  We believe that God is alive and active. As faithful 
disciples we spread the good news of Christ’s love, forgiveness, and grace.  
Our mission is to be God’s presence within our community.  Our ministry 
is people to people, nurturing spiritual growth, promoting peace, caring 
for others, and providing fellowship. 
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Don’t forget to wear  
something RED!�
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