
A Seven-Week Series for Mainline and Moderate Christians 
 

March 13th- (Don’t) Gimme Me That Old-Time Religion 
March 20th - Jesus’ Priority: What Matters Most? 
March 27th - Jesus’ Grace: Am I Accepted? 
April 3rd - Jesus’ Work: Where Is God? 
April 10th - Jesus’ Example: What Brings Fulfillment? 
April 17th - Jesus’ Death: What about Suffering? 
April 24th - Jesus Resurrection: Is There Hope? 
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Join us starting March 13th, the first Sunday in Lent, 
  in Blough Hall at 11:30 A.M. 

Books may be purchased in Blough 
Hall on Sunday mornings or in the 
church office during the week. 
Please call 226-4835 to reserve 
your copy. The suggested price is 
$9.00 (40% off retail price). 
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P a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g e    

By: Pastor Bil l  Samford 

Dear Friends, 
            What a winter we have had! But, now that 
March has arrived, Spring is not that far away. And 
with Spring, comes Lent as we prepare for Easter. 
Lent is a time to step back and take inventory of our 
spiritual lives and just what we believe as Christians. 
To help us do that, I am excited about a seven week 
journey I would like all of us to take. 
            On Sunday, March 13th (the first Sunday in 
Lent), our congregation will begin a seven-week ex-
perience. It is hoped that our entire church family 
will participate in both worship and a discussion 
time following coffee hour at 11:30 AM as we read 
and discuss an engaging new book about mainline 
Christianity titled What’s the Least I Can Believe 
and Still Be a Christian? 
            During this unique study we’ll discuss sev-
eral things Christians don’t need to believe. For ex-
ample, we don’t need to believe that good Christians 
don’t doubt or that true Christians can’t believe in 
evolution. (Do I have your attention?) However, 
we’ll spend most of our time studying what Chris-
tians do need to believe. In short, Christians need to 
believe in Jesus – his life, teachings, example, death, 
and resurrection. A great benefit of these beliefs is 
that they provide promising answers to life’s most 

profound questions, including: What matters most? 
Am I accepted? Where is God? What brings ful-
fillment? What about suffering? And is there 
hope? 
            You can help us prepare for this dynamic 
seven-week experience in the following ways. 
First, pray for this important event. Second, attend 
worship and the discussion time following every 
Sunday during this Lenten initiative. Third, pur-
chase copies of What’s the Least I Can Believe 
and Still Be a Christian? for yourself, your family, 
and your friends. Books can be purchased in 
Blough Hall following worship on Sundays or call 
the church office (226-4835) and reserve your 
copy. Finally, invite family members, friends, and 
neighbors to visit our church during Lent. 
            If you have any questions, please talk with 
me. I am hopeful that this will be a very meaning-
ful journey for our church family as we prepare for 
a glorious Easter. 
            See you in church. 
 

Grace, Peace, and Love, 
 

Pastor Bill 
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 Per Capita Goal        $5,085 
             
Date    Received 
1/2/2011                               113.50 
1/9/2011                               199.75 
1/16/2011                             179.50 
1/23/2011                             201.25 
1/30/2011                             201.25 
2/6/2011                               216.50 
2/13/2011                               84.75 
2/20/2011                             169.50 
             
Received to date             $1,366.00 
Amount to goal               $3,719.00 
Receipt %                           26.86% 
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Report from the Long Range/Strategic Planning Team  
 

The team continues to meet and review the US Congregational Life Survey results 
and analysis reports we received.  As you may recall the survey was administered at 
the end of worship on November 14th.  Reviewing all the results will take a few meet-
ings and we will be sharing the results with the congregation over the next few months. 
One area of the survey related to how we as a congregation Build Connections with others in the congre-
gation, as compared to the National Average of other congregations throughout the US.  Here are some of 
the results: 

1. Involving Worshipers – Overall, 54% of our worshipers join in small group activities such as 
Sunday School, Bible study, and fellowship activities.  The 2008 National Average was only 
47%! 

2. Belonging Here – Again our congregation beat the 2008 National Average of worshipers who 
feel like they belong, with 82% of our congregation feeling a strong sense of belonging while 
the National Average was 80%.  In addition, 47% of our congregation said this sense of belong-
ing is growing, while the National Average was only 42%. 

3. Being a Team – To the question “Is there a good match between our congregation and pastor?”, 
a whopping 96% of our congregation said they agree or strongly agree, while only 85%  of all 
worshipers in the US agreed to the statement. We exceeded the National Average by 11%! 

Using analysis and resource materials provided by the US Congregational Life group and others, the team 
will continue to analyze and discuss the survey results at their next meeting on Monday, March 21st at 
7:15pm.     
Watch for more survey results in subsequent newsletters! 
 

Marion Pfeiffer, moderator 

            The nursery is available every Sunday, for children ages four and under. We can always use more help 
in the nursery, please let me know if anyone is available. Sunday school is for children kindergarten through 
sixth grade. We are currently are using a one room style since our attendance is not steady.  
            Every second Friday we now have FAMILY FUN Night. This is an evening for all ages to come out 
for a free night of food, games and activities. We have had a variety of activities that everyone has fun doing. 
This month the theme is “Luck of the Irish” and we will have some fun with shamrocks and learning about St. 
Patrick and what he has done.  
                 Pastor Bill will be doing his seven week Lent study after church this season. In an effort to help fami-
lies attend we will be having some children's activities during the study.  

C h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ion     
By: Denise Speckhardt    

March 21st at 7:00 PM 
 

VBS Planning Meeting 
 for anyone interested in helping . 

 

Many helpers are needed. 
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Family Fun Night 
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New Members Presbyterian Women 

The Session 
The Rev. William Samford, Moderator 

 
 Class of 2013 

Jim Brill 
Joy Logiudice 
Gerald Scofield 
Cheryl Swaney 
 
 
 
 
Class of 2013 
Mickey Krom 
John Gindhart 
Nick Robano** 

Class of 2011 
Pat Bartleson 
Barbara Gindhart 
Jim Mould 
Margie Richmond 
 

* Clerk of Session 
 
 
 

Class of 2011 
Paul Bortner 
Paula Simmons 
Denise Speckhardt 

 

** Moderator 

Class of 2012 
Lee Benjamin 
Carol Cowan* 
Laurie Frank 
Brad Kiesendahl 
 

Class of 2012 
Ellin Compton 
Florence Tees 
Robert Hughes 

Board of Deacons’ 

Church Directory  
 

 We are updating the directory. 
 

If  you have had a change in your 
 address, phone number or email, please let us know.  

 

Barbara Gindhart and Jim Mould will be taking  
photos on Sunday, for the new directory. 

Steven Kiesendahl, Patti and John Kiesendahl 
Pastor Bill and Elder, Carol Cowan 
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Thursday, March 3rd      

6:00 PM 
  

"Working towards a goal with other people 
makes it fun and less burdensome.  

It matters to us that you are ...taking care of 
the previous gift of life God has given us."  

 

"Exercise Programs"  
in Blough Hall will begin in March.  

For more information, 
contact Barbara Gindhart 

 

Supported by Presbyterian Women, profits 
will go to the local Food Bank. 

Combine the power of your faith with 
your desire to lose weight and get fit.  

Presbyterian Women’s 
Night Out 

 

Monday, March 14th 
 

6:30 PM 
 

"Pysanky" - Ukrainian egg art 
presented by Carol Rick  

Come celebrate an evening out! 

 

PW Book Club 
 

Friday, March 25th 
2:00 PM 

 

This months book is 
“Heaven Is For Real”  

By: Todd Burpo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A little boy’s astounding story  
of his trip to heaven and back. 

Be Involved!  
Your participation is needed  

to keep PW a part of  
The First Presbyterian Church. 
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Saturday, March 12th & 26th 
 

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM   
 

Every 2nd and 4th  
Saturday of the month 

 
 

Volunteers Needed.  
Sign up on the bulletin board. 

                                                                                          

Call Paul Bortner or  
Barbara Gindhart 

 for more information.�

Our mission is to be God’s presence  
within our community.                                 

   Serve the Lord with Gladness.   
Psalm 100.2 

 

Join in the most Rewarding Opportunity to Serve! 
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We need Ushers/Greeters,  
a Coffee Hour Host   

& someone to provide  
flowers for the Chancel. 

 
Sign up on the  

bulletin board. 

Raise Your Hand 
Take A Turn 

If you have a favorite game  
that you like to PLAY, bring it with you! 
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Friday, March 11th  

6:30 PM 
 
 
 

“Luck of the Irish”        
 
 

 Learn who St. Patrick is,  
the Meaning of the Shamrock 
& Legends of the Leprechaun. 

 

Join in the fun, making crafts,  
games & stories. 

 
 

A light dinner will be served. 
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Friday, March 25th  
7:00 PM 

 

Family, Friends & Neighbors  
ALL are Welcome! 

     
Games played: Wii Bowling,  

Chutes & Ladders, Jenga,  Hand & Foot, 
Rummikub, Apples to Apples, Trouble, 

Bingo and more. 
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  2   George & Beth Gumble 
20   Brian & Jill Goodman 
29   Walter & Ruth Ulrich 
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  1  Denise Speckhardt 
  2  Jim Dyson 
  2  Daniel Norton 
  2  Joey Weber 
  4  Jake Hammond 
  8  Patrick Rogers 
  9  James Whitfield 
10  Mary Lou Shuman 
15  Nancy Parke 
16  Sharon Guinther 
17  Nicole Mausolf 
20  Mary Ann Franco 
22  Allison Clark 
23  Fred Hiris 
27  Pat Bartleson 
28  Jim Mould 
29  Ben Matthews 
29  Chip Schiarist 
29  Joan VandeVaarst 

MMMM usic~M usic~M usicusic~M usic~M usicusic~M usic~M usicusic~M usic~M usic    
By: Adele Harrison 

             
            Chancel Choir will begin Wednesday night rehearsals on March 2nd. There will be one more Sunday 
rehearsal on February 27th at 11:45, to prepare for the first Sunday return to the choir loft on March 6th. 

Wednesday rehearsals will be as follows: 6:30 PM - tenors and basses, 7:00 - everyone. New people are 
very welcome (and needed)! If you can carry a tune, but you don’t know what part to sing, come and sit in 
on a rehearsal…we’ll find just the right part for YOU! No need for music-reading ability either…we have 
“on-the-job” training. Rehearsal Cds will be provided for those who would like them…very helpful for re-
inforcing what you’ve learned on Wednesday nights. The Chancel Choir has a very special fellowship…we 
pray together, we party together and we really do care for one another. Most importantly, we love to sing 
praise to God, worshiping together in a very special way. 
            If there is enough interest, I would like to have the chimers ring on Palm Sunday, April 17th. We 
will need about 10-12 people who are willing to commit to rehearsals on Wednesdays at 5:45 PM. It is very 
important that ringers attend all rehearsals (barring unforeseen complications). No music-reading ability 
needed here, either…each piece of music is color-coded. Ringers from ages 11-91 (and older, if they can 
handle it!) are welcome. If you are interested, speak to me after church on Sunday, or give me a call at 
home (775-9828). Rehearsals would begin on March 16th. 
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April 30th  
 

Vendors needed 
 for the craft fair,  
see Mickey Krom 

 for details. 

Drop off your old ink and toner cartridges at the church office and we’ll recycle them.  
 We will earn rewards money at Staples to be applied toward future supply orders.    
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

        
 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 

1 
 

8:00 PM 
NA 

2 
 

12:00 PM 
AA  

 
6:30 PM 

Choir - Men 
 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

3 
 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 
7:00 PM 

CE 

4 
 

5 
 

 

6 
 9:00 AM 

Grace Café  
 
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 
 
 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 
 

7 
12:00  PM 

AA 
 

 
 

 
 

8 
9:30  

Admin 
 

11:00 AM 
Mission 

 
 

8:00 PM 
NA 

9 
12:00 PM 

AA  

 
 

6:00PM 
 Soup & Bread /

Holy  
Communion 

 

After Worship 
Choir  

 

 
 

10 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

12:30 PM 
Deacons’ 

 

 

 11 
10:00 AM 

Worship & Music 
 

6:30 PM 
Family Fun Night 

 
 

12�
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café  Luncheon 

 

 13 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café  
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 14 

12:00  PM 
AA  

 

7:00 PM 
PW 

 
 
�

15 
7:00 PM 
Session 

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 16 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 
 
 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

17 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 

 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 

 20  
 9:00 AM 

Grace Café  
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 

 
 

21 
12:00  PM 

AA  

 

7:00 PM 
VBS Planning  

Meeting 

 

7:15 PM  
Long Range Planning  

 

 

 22 
8:00 PM 

NA 
 

 

23 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

24 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 

25 
2:00 PM 

Book Club 
 

 

7:00 PM 
Family Game Night 

26 
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café  Luncheon 

27 

9:00 AM 
Grace Café  

 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 

 

28 
 12:00  PM 

AA  
 

7:00 PM 
Bermuda Cruise 

Meeting 

29 
8:00 PM 

NA 
 

 

31 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

31 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
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9:30 AM – 1:30 PM 
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Mission Statement:  We believe that God is alive and active. As faithful 
disciples we spread the good news of Christ’s love, forgiveness, and grace.  
Our mission is to be God’s presence within our community.  Our ministry 
is people to people, nurturing spiritual growth, promoting peace, caring 
for others, and providing fellowship. 
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Check out our facebook 
page. Tell us you like us. 
Sign up for upcoming 
events. Check back fre-
quently for the latest news 
and updated events at First 
Presbyterian. 


