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The fall Sunday school session is back and children are having a great time learning how God speaks to peo-
ple just like them. The children are discovering that everyone in the church can help and do things, even 
them. On Sunday October 3rd the children will be hosting coffee hour for the church. We have a lot of new 
fun and exciting things for the kids this fall. 
  
On November 19th everyone is invited to “Narnia Night”. We will explore how the new Narnia movie and the 
Bible relate. There will be a sneak preview of clips from the movie which is due out in December.   

C h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ion     
By: Denise Speckhardt    

to make a presentation on Islam 
following the special Cookie Tast-
ing Coffee Hour on Sunday, Octo-
ber 10th. Melanie has been a mem-
ber of First Presbyterian Church 
for over 15 years. She taught, and 
later became a guidance counselor, 
at Wallenpaupack Area High 
School. She studied Islam at the 
University of Massachusetts and 
has traveled to several Islamic 
countries. Right after 9/11, 
Melanie did a similar presentation 
which many found very helpful. I 
know that many of you will find 
this informative and useful and I 
urge you to attend. 
            I also invite you to partici-
pate in the Thursday Morning Bi-
ble study at 11 AM and Grace 
Café on Sunday mornings at 8:45 
AM (note the earlier time). We are 
looking at other opportunities for 
study in the weeks ahead. So, stay 
tuned! 
            See you in church. 
 

 
Grace and Peace, 

 
Pastor Bill 

            Maybe you saw the article 
in the paper about a new study 
done by the Pew Forum on Relig-
ion and Public Life. The survey 
involved interviewing 3,400 
Americans across the country ask-
ing 32 questions about the Bible, 
Christianity and other world relig-
ions, famous religious figures and 
the constitutional principles gov-
erning religion in public life. Sur-
vey questions included: Where 
was Jesus born? What is Rama-
dan? Whose writings inspired the 
Protestant Reformation? Which 
Biblical figure led the exodus from 
Egypt? What religion is the Dalai 
Lama? Joseph Smith? Mother 
Teresa? In most cases the format 
was multiple choice. 
            The outcome of this survey 
could be summed up as follows: 
“Americans are a deeply religious 
people, but they are also deeply 
ignorant about religion.” On aver-
age, people surveyed answered 
half the questions incorrectly and 
many flubbed even questions 
about their own faith. For instance, 
53% of Protestants could not iden-
tify Martin Luther as the man who 
started the Protestant Reformation. 

And 45% of Catholics did not 
know that their church teaches that 
the consecrated bread and wine in 
Holy Communion are not just 
symbols, but actually become the 
body and blood of Christ. 
            Here is another interesting 
finding from the survey results: 
Fewer than one in four knew that a 
public school teacher is permitted 
“to read from the Bible as an ex-
ample of literature.” And only 
about a third knew that a public 
school teacher is permitted to offer 
a class comparing the world’s re-
ligions. The survey’s authors con-
cluded that there was confusion 
about the line between teaching 
and preaching. 
            What all this says to me is 
that we need to be better at know-
ing and then articulating what we 
believe as Christians and as Pres-
byterian Christians. We also need 
to understand what other religions 
really do believe and not just de-
pend on what we might read on the 
internet for example. 
            Because of the increased 
interest in Islam lately, much of it 
based on misunderstandings, I 
have asked Melanie Tek Visgilio 

    

P a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g e    
    

By: Pastor Bil l  Samford 
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Our Ninth Annual Golf Tournament was 
held on August 23, 2010 at Woodloch 
Springs Golf Course and it was a success. 
There were 62 golfers and a total of 82 peo-
ple for lunch. 

 
This year the proceeds are $6,436.20. This was less 
than last year due to less golfers and less sponsors. 
Similar to last year we are able to give the Hawley 
Head Start Program $2,500 from the proceeds. This 
results in a total of $7,000 for the past 3 years. Head 
Start provides a wonderful program for 36 pre-
school children 5 days a week. The remaining pro-
ceeds will go to our youth ministry and children’s 
camp scholarships. 
 
Many thanks to all who helped make 
the tournament a success. This in-
cludes the Golf Committee, those who 
helped at the tournament, contributed 
prizes, were sponsors and played golf. 
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            To date, the team has met three times with a considerable amount of progress.  As our first task, we de-
fined the scope of our team’s charge (or goal) by identifying “Driving Questions”, which are the fundamental 
guiding questions related to our congregation and its long range purpose.  These questions relate to: Who we 
are, What God has called us to do, and Who we see as our neighbor.   
            These “Driving Questions” will help guide our conversations both within our congregation as well as 
outside in our community, and enable us to develop a consensus and a commitment to act as a strategic plan 
develops.   
            To begin the planning process, the team also did a SWOT analysis to identify the strengths, weak-
nesses, opportunities & threats that affect our congregation.  For strengths and weaknesses we looked inside 
the congregation, while for opportunities and threats we looked outside. 
Results of both of these activities were presented to Session for approval.  
            At our next meeting on Oct. 4th, we plan to develop a timeline and schedule of events to begin conver-
sations about the future of our church with our congregation as well as the community. 
             
Marion Pfeiffer, moderator 
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Tuesday, October 12th  
7:00 PM 

�
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Doors open at 6:30 PM  
for coffee and dessert 
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Friday, October 22nd 
2:00 PM in the Parlor 

 

This month’s book is  
“The Walk”  

By: Richard Paul Evans 
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Saturday, October 2nd 
 

Doors open at 5:30  PM          
   Calling begins at 7:00 PM 

 

Admission: $1.00 
Sheets (25 tickets): $2.00 

Specials: $1.00 
 

Refreshments will be  
available for purchase. 

Sign up on the bulletin board  
to donate a gift basket. 

Family Game 
Night 

 
Friday, October 22nd 

6:30 PM 
Free Snacks 

 
ALL are Welcome! 

Bring your Family, Friends  
& Neighbors! 

 
If you have a favorite game, 

 bring it with you! 
 

Sample of a few games played: 
       Chutes & Ladders, Jenga, Hand & 
Foot, Rummikub, Apples to Apples, 

 Trouble, & Bingo 
            

        WII Bowling Teams! 



    

M u s ic  ~  M u s ic  ~  M u s icM u s ic  ~  M u s ic  ~  M u s icM u s ic  ~  M u s ic  ~  M u s icM u s ic  ~  M u s ic  ~  M u s ic     
B y :  A d e le  H a r r isonB y :  A d e le  H a r r isonB y :  A d e le  H a r r isonB y :  A d e le  H a r r ison 

 
The “Voices of Joy” Christmas choir is off and running! Joy Stebbins is again conducting this year, prepar-
ing the group for a fabulous holiday concert on December 12th at First Pres. Rehearsals are held every 
Monday evening at 7 PM in our sanctuary. We need men! Everyone is welcome, though…the only require-
ment is a love of Christmas music, both secular and sacred. Children’s choir begins rehearsals on October 
4th at 6 PM. Even if you can’t make all the rehearsals (and no one can), consider joining us…we’ll have 
lots of fun! 
            The First Church Chimers begin the fall rehearsal schedule on Wednesday, October 20th, at 5:45 
PM. We will preparing for Stewardship Sunday on November 21st, and we could use a few more ringers. 
Please let me know by October 3rd if you would like to return or join as a new ringer. You don’t have to 
read music…all individual music is color-coded and I count for you! Try us out for the first week and see 
if you like it…we do enjoy ringing! 

            The Chancel Choir is struggling….we need more singers, especially 
sopranos! Don’t worry about having to sing too high…we’ll rewrite it to suit 
the section. We go to great lengths to get more people in the choir! The choir 
is performing a cantata on December 19th, during the worship service. This 
year, we will sing Lloyd Larson’s beautiful cantata, “Love’s Pure Light,” 
complete with narration and solos. Cantata rehearsals will begin on Wednes-
day, October 6th, at 6:30 PM, with additional rehearsals on Sundays at 11:45 
AM. If you can’t commit to a year-round rehearsal schedule, please consider 
joining us just for the cantata…we could always use more voices. 
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 Saturday, December 11th 
    9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
 
           Luncheon  
  11:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

 
 

Volunteers are needed to make cookies, work the sale, bake quiche, 
make finger sandwiches, make Christmas Crafts to sell, decorate and 
set up tables on 12/10, serve tea on 12/11 and clean up. 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin board. 
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Nomination of Members for Church Offices & Committees 
 

List of candidates needs to be ready for the 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 7th 

 
            The church nominating committee is searching for individuals with the skills and     
interests needed for service as elders, deacons and committee members.  Nominees should 
be willing to give significant amounts of time in service and leadership.  At this time, it is 
not necessary to secure the permission of another member before submitting a name. If you 
want to serve, you are encouraged to submit your own name. 
 
Description:    Elders serve on the Session, the congregation’s governing body.  Elders com-

mit about 8 hours per month, with at least 2 meetings each month.  The term 
is three years.  Deacons provide direct ministry to those in need, the sick, the 
friendless, and anyone who may be in distress.  Deacons commit about  

                        8 hours per month.  The term is three years.  Committee Members -  
                        Committees meet monthly and serve various purposes.  The congregation 

does not vote for committee members. 
 

Factors that you should consider in suggesting a person may include: 
Regular attendance at worship and Bible studies        Maturity in faith and judgment 
Church support-financial, time and talents                 Sensitivity toward the needs of others 
Participation in and support of church programs         Evidence of grace and compassion 
Personal integrity and Christian lifestyle                    Openness and willingness to change  
Ability to work well with others in a Christian manner 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
 

Nomination Form 
 

Name of Nominee:  ________________________________    Phone # _____________ 
          Elder                                     Deacon                                  Committee Member 
Using the space below or back of form, tell us about you or your candidate (interests, talents, 
church activities, experience, and other qualities): 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2010 Nominating Committee:  Jim Mould (chair), Pat Bartleson, Nick Robano, Roger Rick 
and Kathleen Tarkett. 
 
** Submit this form to a committee member or place it in the offering plate, thanks! 
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 The Session 
The Rev. William Samford, Moderator 

 
Class of 2010                     Class of 2011                       Class of 2012 
Jim Brill                             Pat Bartleson                        Lee Benjamin 

  Roger deMars                     Barbara Gindhart                  Carol Cowan* 
  Betsy Graf                          Jim Mould                             Laurie Frank 
  Doug Krom                         Margie Richmond                 Brad Kiesendahl 
 
*Clerk of Session 

Board of Deacons 
 

Class of 2010                     Class of 2011                        Class of 2012 
  Mickey Krom                     Paul Bortner                          Ellin Compton 
  Shirley Peeters                    Jane deMars                          Florence Tees 
  Nick Robano**                   Denise Speckhardt                Robert Hughes 
 

 **Moderator 
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 2  James Brill 
 2  Molly Rodgers 
 2  Tyler Simmons 
 3  Cheryl Swaney 
 3  Gary Yergey 
 5  June Dolle 
 7  Autumn Speckhardt 
 8  Sue Hare 
 9  John Gindhardt, Jr. 
11  Carrie Whitfield 
12  Betsy Falk 
12  Maureen Krom 
15  Norma Latini 
18  Ralph Chase 
18  Mary Jane Molzhan 
19  Megan Hoehne 
19  Quinn Speckhardt 
19  Norma Zimmerman 
23  Lauren Hammond 
27  Barbara Davis (Mrs. Charles) 
28  Jennifer Llewellyn 
30  Kay Lurie 
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 3  Bill & Joan VandeVaarst 
 7  Ralph & Jean Berry 
 7  Bobbe & Evelyn Gawron 
12  Rick & Mary Ann Franco  
22  Michael & Nancy Eby 
22  Gary & Betsy Yergey 
30  Marty & Denise Speckhardt 
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Per Capita 
 

For 2010, the Per Capita for each member 
in our congregation is $27.50. Per Capita 
is the means used to support the opera-
tions of the governing bodies of our de-
nomination; General Assembly, the 
Synod, and the Presbytery.  
 
If you are able to do so at this time, please 
make your contribution to our obligation. 
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Join your friends from  
First Presbyterian Church 
Sailing out of New York 

 

Rates starting at $899.00 
 

More details on the bulletin board. 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

        
 
 

1 

  
2  
      5:30 PM 

 

3 Peace Offering 
 

 8:45 AM 
Grace Café  

 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 

 

4  
12:00  PM 

AA 
 

6:00 PM 
Children’s Choir 

 

7:00 PM 
Voices of Joy 

Rehearsal 
 

Long Range Task Force 

5 
12:30 PM 
Art Class 

 

7:00 PM  
CE  

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

6 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 

6:30 PM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

 

 7 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 
 

 8 
10:00 AM 

Worship & Music 
 
 

9 
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café Luncheon 

10 
 8:45 AM 

Grace Café  
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
COOKIE TASTE 

 

Beliefs & Customs 
of  Islam 

 

11:45 AM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

11 
12:00  PM 

AA  
 

6:00 PM 
Children’s Choir 

 

7:00 PM 
Voices of Joy 

Rehearsal 

12 
11:00 AM 
Mission 

 

12:30 PM 
Art Class 

 

7:00 PM - PW 
 

7:00 PM  
Admin 

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

13 
12:00 PM 

AA  
 

6:30 PM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

 

7:00 PM 
Chancel 

 14 
9:30 AM  

Parish Life 
 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

12:30 PM  
Deacons’ 

 15 16 

 17 
 8:45 AM 

Grace Café  
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Special Coffee Hour 

 

11:45 AM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

 18 
12:00  PM 

AA  
 

6:00 PM 
Children’s Choir 

 

7:00 PM 
Voices of Joy 

Rehearsal�

19 
12:30 PM 
Art Class 

 

7:00 PM 
Session 

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 20 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 

5:45 PM 
Chimers 

 

6:30 PM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

 

7:00 PM 
Chancel 

 21 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 
 

22 
2:00 PM 

PW Book Club 
 

6:30 PM  
Game Night 

 
 

23 
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café Luncheon 

 24  
 8:45 AM 

Grace Café  
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 

1:30 PM 
CROPWALK 

11:45 AM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

25 
12:00  PM 

AA  
 

6:00 PM 
Children’s Choir 

 

7:00 PM 
Voices of Joy 

Rehearsal 

 26 
12:30 PM 
Art Class 

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 

27 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 

5:45 PM 
Chimers 

 

6:30 PM 
Cantata Rehearsal 

 

7:00 PM 
Chancel 

28 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 
 

29 30 

31  

8:45 AM 
Grace Café  

 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 

11:45 AM 
Cantata Rehearsal 
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9:30 AM – 1:30 PM 
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Mission Statement:  We believe that God is alive and active. As faithful 
disciples we spread the good news of Christ’s love, forgiveness, and grace.  
Our mission is to be God’s presence within our community.  Our ministry 
is people to people, nurturing spiritual growth, promoting peace, caring 
for others, and providing fellowship. 
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Check out our facebook 
page. Tell us you like us. 
Sign up for upcoming 
events. Check back fre-
quently for the latest news 
and updated events at First 
Presbyterian. 


