
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre Yankees 
 

Friday, August 5th 

 

5:30 PM  
Car-pool meets at the church 

 

7:00 PM 
 Game-Time 

 

Sign up on the bulletin board. 
 

$17.00 per adult - includes all you can eat buffet. 

Fireworks 
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www.fpchawley.org          fpoffice@ptd.net             (570) 226-4835 
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Tournament Rules 
Shot Gun Start at 8:30 AM for 18 holes $90.00 
Shot Gun Start at 10:30 AM for 9 holes $70.00 

Captain & Crew format Men, Ladies & Mixed Flights 
 

For information call Roger at (570) 685-2002 or Brian at (570) 832-4601. 

Coffee & Donuts at check-in:  
7:30-8:15 AM for 18 holes 
 9:30-10:15 AM for 9 holes 

A portion of the proceeds will go to our community youth. 

Buffet Luncheon after golf 
Lunch only: $25.00 

Cash Bar 
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Monday, August 22Monday, August 22Monday, August 22ndndnd���

 

Woodloch Springs Golf Course   



              On August 2, 1981, in my home church in Vista, California, I was 
ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament by the Presbytery of San 
Diego. Although I knew I was going to Buffalo, New York at the time (you 
have to have “a call” in order to be ordained in the Presbyterian Church), I 
had no idea what God had in store for me. As I often joke, I thought I did 
everything “right:” high school - California; college - California; semi-
nary - California. And where does God send me for my first call in the min-
istry? Buffalo, New York! That proves that God sometimes has a very 
wicked sense of humor.  
            When I first went to be an Assistant Pastor at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Buffalo, New York, I thought that I would eventually end up 
back in California as a pastor somewhere, sooner rather than later. Well, 
obviously God had other plans, because I have been “back East” ever since.  
            When I look back on the last thirty years, I have to say: What an ad-

venture it has been! There have been wonderful highs: all the inspiring people I have met and with whom I 
have served, the ministries I have had the privilege to work with over the years from CROP Walks, inter-
faith ministry in Buffalo, having the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra play in the Buffalo church to raise 
money for that church’s ministry to the hungry, working with clergy from other denominations, attending 
the PC (USA) General Assembly, mission trips with dedicated fellow Christians, and so many other highs. 
There have been some tough times as well: the murder of Squire Haskin, my  friend and organist/
choirmaster at the Buffalo church; the deaths of both my parents in the last ten years, and some others as 
well. However, the moments of joy have far out numbered the low points. I would not trade these last thirty 
years for anything! 

Of course, for the last twenty-one years I have had the privilege of being your pastor and partner in 
ministry. Together with God’s help, our ministry at First Presbyterian Church in Hawley has grown beyond 
what anyone could have imagined twenty-one years ago. For instance, as I write this, over 35 children are 
in Blough Hall having a great time in Vacation Bible School. When I first came to Hawley, the idea of do-
ing VBS would have been impossible – we didn’t even have Blough Hall back then! God is always full of 
surprises if we follow where God leads us. 

On Sunday, August 7th at 10 AM, please join me as we celebrate my thirty years in ministry. The 
Rev. Tom Collins, pastor of Hickory Street Presbyterian Church in Scranton and a good friend of  mine and 
the Hawley church will preach. Hank Grilk and Jennifer Kiesendahl will sing two of the songs that were 
sung at my ordination service in 1981. Nancy Brill is providing a very special Fellowship time for every-
one. I would be honored if you attend. 

As the Psalmist says: “Come and see what God has done; he is awesome in his    
            deeds among mortals.”  

                        Grace, Peace, and Love, 
 
 

                             Pastor Bill 

    

P a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g e    

By: Pastor Bil l  Samford 
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Celebrating 30 Years of Ministry 
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 VBS 2011 Island Odyssey (more pictures next month) VBS 2011 Island Odyssey (more pictures next month) VBS 2011 Island Odyssey (more pictures next month) VBS 2011 Island Odyssey (more pictures next month)    

Commissioning of VBS Staff 

Baptism of Anthony John Kiesendahl 
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Saturday, August 13th & 27th 
 

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

 
Volunteers Needed! 

 

Sign up on the bulletin board. 
                                    

Call Paul Bortner or Barbara Gindhart  
for more information.�
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The church directory has been  
updated. Pick up your copy in the  
church office. 

 
If  you have any changes 
or corrections, please let 
the church office know. 
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                Monday, August 8th  
 

          6:30 PM 

�
Everyone is invited to take a 

chance and enjoy a fun night of 
trivia, laughs and prizes.   

 
 

Minute to Win It 
Family Feud 
The Prices is 

Right 
 

Join in the most Rewarding  
Opportunity to Serve! 
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We need Ushers/Greeters,  

a Coffee Hour Host  &  
someone to provide flowers  

for the Chancel. 
 

Sign up on the bulletin board. 
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Friday, August 19th  
2:00 PM 

 

This months book is: 
“Ellis Island”  

By: Kate Kerrigan 



I would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who helped with 
VBS this year. This is our fifth 
year and without the generous 
support of the church our program 
would not be as successful as it 
has been. We had 
approximately 40 
children in atten-
dance this year. A 
great time was 
had by all! 
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C h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ionC h r is t ian  E d u ca t ion     
By: Denise Speckhardt    
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Sunday, August 28Sunday, August 28Sunday, August 28ththth   
11:00 AM11:00 AM11:00 AM   

   

Promised Land Sportsmen’s Promised Land Sportsmen’s Promised Land Sportsmen’s    
Association PavilionAssociation PavilionAssociation Pavilion   

Promised LandPromised LandPromised Land   
 
 

Bring your favorite dish. 
Sign up on the bulletin board. 
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Friday, August 26th 
6:30 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Family, Friends & Neighbors  
ALL are Welcome! 

     
Games played: Wii Bowling,  

Chutes & Ladders, Jenga,  Hand & Foot, 
Rummikub, Apples to Apples, Trouble, 

Bingo and more. 
 

Bring your favorite game. 

 
 

Thursdays, at 6:00 PM 
 

"Exercise Programs" in Blough Hall. 
For more information,  

contact Barbara Gindhart 
 

 

Combine the power of your faith with 
your desire to lose weight and get fit.  



The Session 
The Rev. William Samford, Moderator 

 
 Class of 2011 

Pat Bartleson 
Barbara Gindhart 
Jim Mould 
Margie Richmond 
 

* Clerk of Session 
 
 
 

Class of 2011 
Paul Bortner 
Paula Simmons 
Denise Speckhardt 

 

** Moderator 

Class of 2012 
Lee Benjamin 
Carol Cowan* 
Laurie Frank 
Brad Kiesendahl 
 

Class of 2012 
Ellin Compton 
Florence Tees 
Robert Hughes 

Board of Deacons 
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By: Adele Harrison 

 
            The potluck/hymn sing, on July 8th, was a huge success, although only eleven people came. They 
sang favorite hymns for well over an hour and vowed that there would be more hymn sings in the future…
those old “camp meeting” songs still have lots of appeal and bring back many fond childhood memories! 
            The choir picnic (July 17th) was lots of fun, due largely to the hospitality of Carol and Roger Rick, a 
big bunch of fabulous people and FOOD - FOOD - FOOD! This is such a cohesive group…genuine concern 
for one another and a common thread: the love of singing. You too can be a part of this wonderful bunch; if 
you are a “shower singer” or you find yourself humming in your car, consider joining us, even if only on a 
temporary basis or on certain Sundays of the month. You may have noticed that the group is seriously de-
pleted during summer vacation months…we need help…especially more  sopranos! We sing three Sundays a 
month and rehearse three Wednesdays a month: tenors & basses at 6:30, everyone at 7:00. 
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  4   Trevor Dyson 
  4   Robin Hammond 
  8   Jeannette Rhode 
  9   Barbara Chase 
11   Nancy Brill 
17   Richard Peeters 
20   Kimberley Protzman 
21   Barbara Schariest 
24   Arthur Stucklen 
25   Melanie Tek-Visgilio 
25   Oressa Miller 
26   Heidi Carletti 
27   Tom Protzman 
28   Barbara Davey 
31   Kathi Newsome 

Happy Birthday  Happy Anniversary  
  4   Jane & Edward Erdmann 
  8   Nick & Eileen Robano 
  8   John & Florence Tees       
14   Henry & Ann Marie Grilk 
14   Robert & Marion Hughes 
16   Stan & Pat Anton 
25   Walter & Janet Ungerer 

Class of 2013 
Jim Brill 
Joy Logiudice 
Gerald Scofield 
Cheryl Swaney 
 
 
 
 
Class of 2013 
Mickey Krom 
John Gindhart 
Nick Robano** 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

   1 
12:00  PM 

AA 

 2 
8:00 PM 

NA 

 3 
12:00 PM 

AA 

 4 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 
 

5:00  PM 
Deacons’ 

 

6:00 PM 
tops 

5 
5:30 PM 

Yankee Game  

 
 
 
 

6 

7 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 

 

8 
12:00  PM 

AA 
 

 

6:30  
PW 

Game Show Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
11:00 AM 
Mission 

 

6:00 PM  
Session 

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

10 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

11 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

 
 
 
 
 

6:00 PM 
tops 

12 
10:00 AM 

Worship & Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café  Luncheon 

 

14 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 

 

15 
12:00  PM 

AA 
 

 

 

�
 

 
 

16 

8:00 PM 
NA 

17 

12:00 PM 
AA  

 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

 

18 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

6:00 PM 
Tops 

 

 
 

19 
2:00 PM 

Book Club 
 
 

20�
 
 

21 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 22 
7:30 AM 

Golf Tournament 
 

 
 
 
 
 

12:00  PM 
AA 

�

23 

7:00 PM 
Long Range  
Task Force 

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 24 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 
 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

25 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6:00 PM 
tops 

26 
6:30 PM 

Family Game Night 

27 
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café  Luncheon 

28 
 
 

11:00 AM  
Picnic & Worship 

Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 

12:00  PM 
AA  

 

30 
 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 

31 
 
 

12:00 PM 
AA 

 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 
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9:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

�

Mission Statement:  We believe that God is alive and active. As faithful 
disciples we spread the good news of Christ’s love, forgiveness, and grace.  
Our mission is to be God’s presence within our community.  Our ministry 
is people to people, nurturing spiritual growth, promoting peace, caring 
for others, and providing fellowship. 
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Check out our facebook 
page. Tell us you like us. 
Sign up for upcoming 
events. Check back fre-
quently for the latest news 
and updated events at First 
Presbyterian. 


