First Presbyterian Church, 815 Church Street, HawlePA 18428

www.fpchawley.org fpoffice@ptd.net (570) 226-4835

We want to hear from you. @
What are your 7earn?
Visions, Dreams, Ideas B | G
for the future of your church?

Look for an invitation from your Deacon,
regarding Congregation Meetings, scheduled for
May 229 and June %following Worship.

Questions and Answers

GA

We want
your bright ideas. Saturday, May 7 th
12:00PM
Cost: Adults $8.00
Children $5.00 -12 and under

Entertainment, Gift Baskets
and a Raffle Drawing for Crocheted Quilt

Invite your mother, grandmother,
I "4 $ % s sister, best friend or neighbor!

R.S.V.P. - 570-226-4835 or
sign up on the bulletin board.




Pastor’'s Page
By: Pastor Bill Samforg

Finally, Spring has arrived! The tragside my window is blooming.
The temperature today is 75 degrees. The long waypears to be over.
Easter Sunday was just a few days ago and it waslevtul: the music, the
flowers, the people, and, most of all, the messHgesurrection and new
life. Of course, this side of Easter, every Sundhguld be a little Easter
Sunday. Everyday, our lives should reflect the goews of re-birth and
hope in all that we do and all we say. But, | knoew hard that can be. The
world around us does not make it easy most ofithe.tAnd yet as Easter people, followers of therris
Christ, we are called to this new life in Chriss A church community we need to be looking towaed t
future and what God wants us to do in mission airdstny.
As many of you know, the Session habkaized a Long Range Planning Task Force to help u
discern God’s will for our life together as FirseBbyterian Church here in Hawley and the Lakeoregi
You have a great task force with dedicated memivers have already put in long hours. And now the
Task Force needs your help. On Sunday May 22 and& June %following worship, there will be a
time for you to share your hopes and dreams, caoscand visions for our congregation as we plan for
the next five years. You will each receive a peaddetter from the Deacons inviting you to ookthe
gatherings on either the ¥f May or June 8. We are having two meeting times so that we cag gi
everyone the opportunity to share in smaller grodfppsannot makethe meeting you are invited to,
please come to the other meetiidée really want and need your input.
During the Easter season what bettee tio hear about the possibility of re-birth anevrige
and new opportunities for ministry. Change is natags easy, | know that. But, if we are to be whadG
has called us to be and effectively do the mis§&od has called us to do, we may need to change some
things and do other things better. I'm excited dlwluere God is leading us and | hope you are ak wel
As author Ann Weems reminds us:
Have we not seen?
Have we not heard?
In light of the cross,
the alternatigeanything but hopelessness.
On the contrary!
There is every scriptunadliication
that we areledlto change
wive are into the kingdom of God.

Where change is possible, ' ; 1
new resurreasdoom! 3

Grace, Peace, and Love,

Pastor Bill




Report from the Long Range/Strategic Planning Taskorce

The team continues to meet regularly to reviewldBeCongregational Life Surve) :
results with a current focus on our congregatid8tsengths” Report. At the sam« sy pgEs
time, we have begun the process of gathering am@éweg demographic date
about our surrounding community to gain a betteteustanding of the people Wit o -Range
serve and can potentially serve. utlook
As part of our internal data gathering processhaxe planned congregational ‘listening’ meetingbdo
held May 22, & June 5. You will be hearing moreatithese meetings from the Deacons, but if yoehav
any questions please feel free to talk to any efrtftembers of the Long Range Planning Team. Team
members include: Jim Brill, John Gindhart, Katienttaond, Marion Pfeiffer, Pastor Bill, George Sim-
mons and Melanie Tek-Visgilio.
In previous newsletters we shared survey resulisimg to how we “Build Connections” within our con
gregation and community. We are now analyzing eyimesults relating to our “Strengths” and how we
can make the best use of them in planning foruh&é. Here are some of the results:

1. Are our worshipers “Growing Spiritually?” — &loverall score for this strength was based on a

few survey questions with our congregation scofifrg better than the National Average for con-
gregations of our size and 3 % better than othesi®Btterian churches. The two areas where we
can make the most improvement are in private dematiactivities and prayer ministry. We did,
however, score 6% higher than the National Averagd 6% higher than other Presbyterian
churches on the question; “Do you feel your spailitteeds are being met in our congregation?”!

2. Do our worshipers experience “Meaningful Wqu8h - Again the overall score was based on a
few questions and while our congregation scoredb&¥er than other Presbyterian churches, we
were 1% behind the National Average for congregatiof our size. We were, however, way
ahead of both the National Average and other Ptegby churches on the questions; “Do you al-
ways or usually experience God’s presence duringhip?” and “Do you always or usually ex-
perience inspiration during worship?”!

Watch for more survey results about our congregaitStrengths” in subsequent newsletters!
Our next meetings will be Thursday, May™& 7:15pm and Monday, May ‘1&t 7:15pm.

Marion Pfeiffer, moderator

t th
Saturday, May 14 & 29 JOIN
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM THE FUN

Every 29 and 4" Saturday of the month. Volunteer
TODAY

Sign up on the bulletin board.

Call Paul Bortner or Barbara Gindhart for more miation.










Monday, May 9
6:30 PM

Come learn about herb gardening,
grow herbs either on your window
sill, or in your yard. Fresh herbs
enhance all your favorite recipes.

Friday, May 27
2:00 PM
This month’s book is

“The Postmistress”
By: Sarah Blake

Sunday, June's

Ice Cream Social and fun treats
for all to enjoy after Worship.

Sunday School will begin again
in September.

Friday, May 1%
6:30 PM

Join in the fun, making crafts,
games & stories.

A light dinner will be served.

Sunday, June's

Spring is the perfect
time to wear a hat,
and what better place,
than in church.

So dust off those
hats and celebrate
"Wear a Hat to Church Day”




Friday, May 27
7:00 PM

Family, Friends &
Neighbors
ALL are Welcome!

Games played:
Wii Bowling,
Chutes & Ladders, Jenga, Hand & Fc i,
Rummikub, Apples to Apples, Trouble
Bingo and more.

If you have a favorite game
that you like to PLAY,
bring it with you!

Christian Educa|tion

By: Denise Speckhardt

This year July 28-29",
Vacation Bible School will
be taking an “Island Odys-
sey To the End of the Earth
with Jesus Christ!”

We will explore Caribbean

Islands, South Africa and the south Pacific and
make connections with the biblical world and
the 2F' Century. We will transform our church
into an island paradise.

Come to our VBS planning meeting May™at
6:30 PM to help us plan and begin.

Combine the power of your faith with
your desire to lose weight and get fit.

Thursdays, at 6:00 PM

"Working towards a goal with other peop e
makes it fun and less burdensome.

It matters to us that you are ...taking care of

the previous gift of life God has given us."

"Exercise Programs"
in Blough Hall will begin in March.
For more information,
contact Barbara Gindhart

Supported by Presbyterian Women, profts
will go to the local Food Bank.

Saturday, June'™
9:00AM-3:00PM

Donations are needed call
Pat at 570-390-4146
or Barbara at 570-949-4341




6 Joe & Michelle Weber

7 Carol Cowan 19 Michelle Weber 12 Tom & Sharon Guinther
11 Robert Ciuba 20 Trevor Newsome 17 Kevin & Oressa Miller
13 Peter Bonsangue 23 Rick Pfeiffer 17 Brad & Jennifer Kiesendanhl
15 Joan Tartas 23 Cathy Burton 18 George & Jacqueline Fitzgerald
16 Scott Newsome 28 Susan Bortner 20 John & Cheryl Swaney
18 Gwen Miller 31 Brad Kiesendahl 27 Tom & Melanie Visgilio
Per Capita Goal $5,085
Date  Received
I I 1/2/2011 1XB.5
1/9/2011 199.7
| — 1/16/2011 179.50
1/23/2011 201.25
1/30/2011 201.25
S —— 2/6/2011 216.5
2/13/2011 &7
2/20/2011 169.50
— — 3/6/2011 1.5
3/20/2011 z2B.2
3/27/2011 3D.0
— — 4/3/2011 AT,
4/24/2011 8b.5
Received to date $1,650.25
Amount to goal $3,434.75
Receipt % 32.45%

By: Adele Harrison

April was certainly a busy month in timeisic department this year! Thank you, Jennifezskndahl,
Brian McNeece, Betsy Falk, Carol Cowan, Dan Verbahke especially Cheryl Swaney, for the many hofirs o
preparation for the inspirational program “Who | $VBorn to Be” on April 18. No one knows how much
time Cheryl spent planning, producing and directimg special service (except hubby, John!). It wal/ a
labor of love. Thanks, also, to the fabulous brgsartet, Dick Murphy, Andy and Brian Grilk and dad
(director), Hank Grilk, for the glorious musicaldiion to the Easter services...they added suchtavéesote
to the celebration of the Resurrection. As always,are grateful to the Chancel Choir for their gjea on
Easter, and for their willingness to come out feo tservices (it's not easy showing up at 8:15 AM ffe-
hearsal!). Also, thanks to the choir, soloists 3iimuld and Carol Cowan, and duet Lisa and Sarah @sbho
for helping to make the Communion-Tenebrae semviaspril 21% so meaningful.

Our choir is growing, but we can alwaiyake room for new members! Chancel Choir reheaisa
held every Wednesday evening: tenors and bass8@&PM, everyone at 7:00 PM. Stop in on Wednesdays
and check us out...you’ll like us!




Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:00 AM 12:00 PM 8:00 PM 12:00 PM 11:00 AM 12:00 PM
Grace Café AA NA AA Bible Study Mother's Day
10:00 AM 630 PM 6:00 PM Luncheon
Worship Service Choir - Men tops
11:00 AM 73?;""
Coffee Hour
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:00 AM 12:00 PM 9:30 12:00 PM 11:00 AM 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
Grace Café AA Admin AA Bible Study Worship & Music | Hawley Good New
10:00 AM 11:00 AM 6:30 PM 12:30 PM 6:30 PM Café Luncheon
Worship Service ?:’\:'/3\? Mission Choir - Men Deacons’ Family Fun Night
11:00 AM 7:00 PM 7:00 PM 6:00 PM
Coffee Hour CE Choir Tops
8:00 PM 7:15
NA Long Range Planning
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:00 AM 12:00 PM 7:00 PM 12:00 PM 11:00 AM
Grace Café AA Session AA Bible Study
10:00 AM 8:00 PM 6:30 PM 6:00 PM
Worship Service 6:30 PM NA Choir - Men tops
. VBS Meeting 7:00 PM
11:00 AM . .
Coffee Hour 7:15 Choir
Long Range Planning
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:00 AM 12:00 PM 8:00 PM 12:00 PM 11:00 AM 2:00 PM 11:30 AM
Grace Café AA NA AA Bible Study Book Club Hawley Good News
10:00 AM 6:30 PM 6:00 PM 6:30 PM Café Luncheon
Worship Service Chaoir - Men tops Family Game Night
11:00 AM 73?;""
Coffee Hour
11:30
Long Range Planning
29 30 31
9:00 AM 12:00 PM 8:00 PM
Grace Café AA NA
10:00 AM
Worship Service
11:00 AM

Coffee Hour




9:30 AM - 1:30 PM

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

- Check out our facebock
- page. Tell us you like u:.
:Sign up for upcominc|
-events. Check back fra-
- quently for the latest nev:s
- and updated events at Fi-st
- Presbyterian. :
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Mission Statement We believe that God is alive and active. AstHut

disciples we spread the good news of Christ’s Idaggiveness, and grace|.
Our mission is to be God's presence within our coommty. Our ministry
is people to people, nurturing spiritual growth, @moting peace, caring
for others, and providing fellowship.




