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Sunday School Resumes 
September 4th 

 

Sunday School is for all children  at 10:00 
AM. Children attend Worship Services at 
10:00 AM and leave after children's time to 
start Sunday School. Sunday School is for all 
ages through middle school.  
 

Please fill out a new Sunday School registra-
tion form so we can update our records. You 
can pick up a registration form from the of-
fice or go to our website at www.fpchawley.
org, select Programs to download the regis-
tration form. 
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            “I survived Hurricane Irene!” the tee shirts read as I watched the 
crowds standing outside the Today Show studio this morning only two days 
after the hurricane. (Someone acted quickly and made a lot of money off of 
those tee shirts!) We did indeed survive “Irene;” although a number of you 
had trees that fell in your yard or near your homes. And, while many of us 
lost power for only five or six hours, many more of you are still without 
power days later. For the first time ever, our church worship service and pic-
nic at Promised Land had to be moved back to the church. While the winds 
blew and the rain fell and a number of churches cancelled, around forty of 
you came to the church to worship and participated in what turned out to be a 
great “indoor picnic!” All in all, we in the Lake region did not have it nearly 
as badly as people in some areas of the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast. 
            I had picked the scripture for last Sunday’s worship service two 

weeks earlier and how appropriate the gospel turned out to be! It was Matthew 14:22-33 which tells the 
story of Jesus walking on the sea in save the disciples from the storm. Jesus said to them: “Take heart, it is 
I; do not be afraid.” We all have experienced storms in our lives – literal physical storms, like Hurricane 
Irene, but even more: personal, emotional and spiritual storms as well. And when we are in the midst of 
whatever storm we find ourselves in, the words of Jesus give us courage: “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.” 
            The summer has ended with a bang that is for sure! Now, the fall season is upon us here at First 
Presbyterian Church. I hope you will read this newsletter and note the many activities scheduled for all ages 
here at the church. I encourage you, especially those of you who haven’t been for awhile, to come and join 
your brothers and sisters in Christ at First Presbyterian Church as we worship, work and play together in the 
name of the one who says to all of us: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

 
Grace, Peace, and Love, 

 
Pastor Bill 
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11:00 AM 

 

Every Thursday 
 

 

    

P a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g eP a sto r ’s  P a g e    

By: Pastor Bil l  Samford 
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Scranton/Wilkes-Barre Yankee’s Game 



EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FUND (EAF) 
 

We as the Board of Deacons decided because of the urgency of this Fund we would give 
the congregation another opportunity to donate to this fund. We’ve come before you 
several times during the year requesting help. This is a fund that we all hold near and 
dear to our hearts because it gives us a chance to serve those who are in financial need. 

 

The Deacons in charge of this Fund  insure that it is managed with strict confidentially. Funds requested are 
handled as a grant or a loan, for emergency purposes only to assist members of the church and immediate fam-
ily members. Over the years, we have been able to assist many who had no place else to turn. These are just a 
few of the things that the EAF contributions have been used for: assistance with frozen pipes, counseling ses-
sions to get back on stable footing, mechanical services for an automobile, financial help as needed, obtaining 
a reliable vehicle, assistance when  utilities were about to be shut down, heating oil, and re-construction of a 
member’s safer walkway. This Fund will always be needed and therefore we continue to ask for assistance 
from our congregation. Every little bit helps in this ministry. 
 

Please use September’s Communion offering envelope on September 4th for your contribution to the Emer-
gency Assistant Fund. Just make sure that you mark the envelope, so that your donation goes to the EAF. Help 
us to meet the needs of others. You may donate to this fund at any time of the year, not just at designated 
times. 
 

Thanks once again for your support. 
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C h r is t ia n  E d u ca t io nC h r is t ia n  E d u ca t io nC h r is t ia n  E d u ca t io nC h r is t ia n  E d u ca t io n     
By: Denise Speckhardt    

Deacons CornerDeacons CornerDeacons CornerDeacons Corner    
By: Paul Bortner 
 

“Life is no straight and easy corridor along 
which we travel free and unhampered, 

but a maze of passages, 
through which we must seek our way, 

lost and confused, now and again  
checked in a blind alley. 

 

But always, if we have faith, 
a door will open for us, 

not perhaps one that we ourselves 
would ever have thought of,  
but one that will ultimately 

prove good for us.” 
 

A.J. Cronin 

 
We have been proud to have been part of this 
wonderful congregation the last several years. 
We extend growth and happiness to this church, 
hoping to again come for visits and renew friend-
ships. Below find this piece of wisdom given to us 
by a dear friend.  
                        Our sincere Best to all 
                        Barbara and Don Nuss 

I am sorry to see summer end, it has been a lot of 
fun preparing for Vacation Bible School. This year 
more than half of our enrollment was from our 
own community. It is a great feeling being part of 
such a wonderful program: To bring Christ to the 
children of Hawley area and reach out to so many. 
VBS has been growing and every year it amazes 
me to see the love in the hearts of church members 
who help. This program could not be possible if 
not for the participation of so many of you.  
 

Well, with the end of summer comes the excite-
ment of the fall. I am excited for a new fall pro-
gram we will be starting in Sunday school this 
year. We will be spending more than one week on 
each story, exploring it in different ways and hav-
ing more fun with it. Through the different ways of 
teaching our teachers hope the children will ex-
perience the lessons in a new and fun way. We will 
be asking everyone to fill out a new registration 
form to update our files. They will be mailed out 
and available at the church as well.  
 

I would also like to thank all of the parents who 
help support our programs. 
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Bill, 
 

            I hope you didn’t mind what might have been some 
not so gentle ribbing on Sunday. You are of course one of 
my dearest friends and a great and good model of a pastor. 
You have subjugated “self” to the ministry and mission of 
God’s church, a practice I find too seldom seen in our pro-
fessional ministry today. And what you have done, through 
God’s grace, at Hawley is just short of a miracle. If  a pas-
torate is at its best a marriage, you and your flock have 
found in each other the perfect mate. 
 

Thanks for inviting me to Hawley, a congregation I have 
come to love deeply over the years. 
                         
                                    Your friend, 
 

                 Tom Collins 
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10th Annual First Presbyterian Church Golf Tournament 



 

Saturday, October 1st 
 

Doors open at 5:30 PM 
Calling begins at 7:00 PM 

 

Refreshments will be available for purchase. 
 

If you would like to donate a tray or basket 
 for the Tricky Tray,  

please call Pat at 570-226-4319. 
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Friday, September 30th 
2:00 PM 

 

Book to be announced. 

 

Presbyterian Women  
invite all men of the church  

to a  
��������	
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Saturday, September 17th 

10:30 AM 
 

Bring your fathers, sons,  
brothers, or a special buddy! 

 

Guest Speaker: Grant  Genzlinger 
“Hawley’s Future” 

Past, Present & Future. 
 

Sign up on the bulletin board.  
 

For more information contact  
Barbara Gindhart or Donna DeHart. 

Presbyterian Women 
 

Invite you to an evening at  
Woodloch Pines. 

Theme Dinner & Show 
 

“Majesty of the British Empire” 
 

Wednesday, September 28th  
$28.00 per person 

 

Group Photo at 5:30 PM 
Dinner is at 6:00 PM  

 

Sign up on the bulletin board, reservations 
must be made by September 20th, make 

checks payable to First Presbyterian Church. 
 

Contact Barbara Gindhart for  
more information at 570-949-4341 or 

 garth_161@yahoo.com. 

Friday, September 23rd 
6:30 PM 
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September 12th  

6:30 PM 
 

Regular PW Meeting 
 

Join us in the planning of  
upcoming events. Cookie Walk,  
Ornament Exchange and more. 
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By: Adele Harrison 

 

            Summer is gone….can you believe it! Get ready for September…end of vacations, new beginnings 
in school and a very important date to mark on your calendars. On Monday evening, September 12th, Joy 
Stebbins will begin rehearsals for the last “Voices of Joy” concert, to be held here on December 11th. She 
always finds such “fun” music of sacred and secular variety, and she is so much fun to work with. Rehears-
als will be held every Monday at 7 PM in our sanctuary…children will begin in October. A sign-up sheet is 
located on the hall bulletin board. Sign up soon so that she will be able to order enough music for everyone 
(there will be a nominal charge for music, but you get to keep it!). 
            On Wednesday evening, September 28th, the congregation is attending the dinner theater at Wood-
loch Pines. Of course, the choir would like to go, too (as well as the director), so that week’s choir rehearsal 
will be held on Thursday evening, September 29th…no rehearsal on the 28th! As on Wednesdays, tenors/
basses at 6:30; everyone at 7:00. If you like to sing, please join us…we can always use more singers 
(especially sopranos!). 
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The Session 
The Rev. William Samford, Moderator 

 
 Class of 2013 

Jim Brill 
Joy Logiudice 
Gerald Scofield 
Cheryl Swaney 
 
 
 
 
Class of 2013 
Mickey Krom 
John Gindhart 
Nick Robano** 

Class of 2011 
Pat Bartleson 
Barbara Gindhart 
Jim Mould 
Margie Richmond 
 

* Clerk of Session 
 
 
 

Class of 2011 
Paul Bortner 
Paula Simmons 
Denise Speckhardt 

 

** Moderator 

Class of 2012 
Lee Benjamin 
Carol Cowan* 
Laurie Frank 
Brad Kiesendahl 
 

Class of 2012 
Ellin Compton 
Florence Tees 
Robert Hughes 

Board of Deacons 

  1   Stephen Schuster 
  2   Alesia Burton 
  4   John Swaney 
  5   Bob Mills 
  6   Lora Protzman 
  7   Susan Kenthack 
  7   David Matthews 
10   Bobbe Gawron 
12   Casey Llewellyn 
14   Linda Butler 
16   Jennifer Kiesendahl 
17   Robert King 
18   Juanita Gonzalez 
20   Bud Harrison 
20   David Tindall 
21   Kali Miller 
22   Nancy Grauso-Eby 
23   Barbara Scofield 
25   Henry Grilk 
25   Barbara Norton 
26   Ralph Berry 
26   Joy LoGiudice 
26   Erin Rodgers 
29   Patrick M. Travis 

  6   Ralph & Barbara Chase  
  7   John & Barbara Gindhart 
  8   David & Cheryl Matthews 
  9   Bob & Linda Butler 
12   Charles & Barbara Davis  
17   Don & Barbara Nuss  
23  Larry & Robin Hammond  
23   Richard & Shirley Peeters  
25   Adam & Margie Mackey 
26   David & Sheila Tindall  

Don & Barbara Nuss 
11 Cormorant Dr. 
Bechtelsville, PA  19505 
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Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

     1 
 
 

6:00 PM 
Tops 

 

2 
 

 
 
 
 

3 

4 
10:00 AM  

Worship Service 
 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

5 
12:00  PM 

AA 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
7:00 PM  

CE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 PM 
NA 

7 
9:00 AM 
Admin 

 

10:30 AM 
Mission 

 

12:00 PM 
AA 

 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

8 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

12:30 PM 
Deacons 

 

6:00 PM 
tops 

9 
10:00 AM 

Worship & Music 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10 
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café  Luncheon 

 

11 Rally Day 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 

 

12 
12:00  PM 

AA 
 

 

6:30 PM 
PW�

; 

7:00 PM 
Voices of Joy  

Rehearsal 
 

13 

7:30 PM  
Long Range  

Planning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 PM 
NA 

14 

12:00 PM 
AA  

 

 

15 

11:00 AM 
Bible Study 

 

6:00 PM 
Tops 

 

 
 

16 
 
 

17�
10:30 AM 

PW 
Men’s Brunch 

 

18 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 19 
12:00  PM 

AA 
 

7:00 PM 
Voices of Joy  

Rehearsal�

20 

6:30 PM 
Session 

 

8:00 PM 
NA 

 21 
12:00 PM 

AA 
 
 

6:30 PM 
Choir - Men 

 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

22 
11:00 AM 

Bible Study 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6:00 PM 
tops 

23 
6:30 PM 

Family Game Night 

24 
11:30 AM 

Hawley Good News 
Café  Luncheon 

25 
9:00 AM 

Grace Café 
 
 

10:00 AM  
Worship Service 

 

 

11:00 AM 
Coffee Hour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
12:00  PM 

AA  

 

7:00 PM 
Voices of Joy  

Rehearsal 

27 
8:00 PM 

NA 

 

28 
2:00 PM 

AA 
 
 

5:30 PM 
Woodloch Dinner 

29 
6:30 PM 

Choir - Men 
 

7:00 PM  
Choir 

 

6:00 PM 
tops 

30 
2:00 PM 

PW Book Club 

October 1st 
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Saturday, September 
10th & 24th 

 

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

Sign up on the bulletin board. 
                  

Contact Paul Bortner or  
Barbara Gindhart  

for more information.�
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9:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

�

Mission Statement:  We believe that God is alive and active. As faithful 
disciples we spread the good news of Christ’s love, forgiveness, and grace.  
Our mission is to be God’s presence within our community.  Our ministry 
is people to people, nurturing spiritual growth, promoting peace, caring 
for others, and providing fellowship. 

����������	
�������
������
����
�������������
�����
������������

�������
� ��	
��

�

�

��������
��	
���	
���

�

���������
�������������
� �

� �

����������
��

��������


