“LOOKING INTO THE CRYSTAL BALL”
Isaiah 65:17-25 November 16, 2025

If you follow women’s golf perhaps you will know the name Inbee
Park. As her name suggests, she was born in Seoul, Korea and began her
professional career in 2007 and currently 1s taking a break to raise her
family. She has won 21 LPGA tournaments including 7 majors. Three of
those were in a row and she is the youngest player to do it. In the summer
of 2016 she took home the gold in the Olympics. She was ranked number
one in the world in 2013 and 1014.

A few years ago I read an interesting article on Inbee in one of my
golf magazines. The article described how she struggled with being
number one in women’s golf. Inbee had achieved the pinnacle of her sport
and was feeling lost. After all the hard work and dedication to her craft
she had achieved her goal and was asking the question, now what. Where
do I go from here? Is there anything more? Inbee was wrestling with
success, as many athletes do after they reach their goal, and then don’t
know what to do with themselves. The problem is they need a bigger
vision for their lives, more than winning championships.

While none of us are pro golfers, we can relate on a different scale.
For instance, parents work hard to raise their children. We teach them
right and wrong, help them learn certain skills, correct and encourage
them, help them through college and hopefully to become independent,
self-supporting and contributing members of society. But they move out

and then what? Our children had been the focal point of our lives for so



many years and now they are gone. We have achieved our goal of raising
them, but where do we go from here?

Similarly, people work hard all their lives building businesses,
learning job skills and being part of a company. And then they achieve
retirement, the end goal right? And they wake up the next morning and
wonder, now what? Is my life goal just to maintain my lawn and drink
coffee at McDonalds with the boys? Even if we keep ourselves busy, we
still experience a loss of purpose and direction after we have reached the
goal. Is there anything more?

Perhaps, that’s the beauty of Isaiah’s vision in chapter 65, it can’t
be fully achieved. He paints a wonderful picture of a future life for Israel.
There are no babies dying, people living to 100, fruitful labors, security,
peace and prosperity are the norm; I mean it sounds like a campaign
speech and yet so much better. I imagine that people returning from 70
years of captivity only to find a burned-out capital city and shattered
temple, the vision gave them hope and encouragement to press forward.

We could argue that Isaiah is giving us a vision of the Kingdom of
God, which was the main topic of Jesus. Both of them give us a picture of
life as it should be, as God intended it to be and as we hope it will be
again. It resonates with our spirits deep within. And then another
hurricane wipes out a village, a police officer is killed, a suicide bomber
explodes a café, the Ebola virus breaks out, and another child dies of
malnutrition. And it dawns on us that this vision, the Kingdom of God is

never fully realized, at least not on this side of eternity.



Sometimes our faith feels like that proverbial donkey who is
following the carrot on a stick that is just out of reach. We see the vision,
we yearn for it, and we strive to achieve it, but in the end we just can’t
seem to get there. It’s not like people haven’t tried to create their own
kingdom on earth. We have tried; Monks on an island monastery, people
coming to the new world, the communes of the 60°s or even John Calvin
organizing Geneva, Switzerland as a church state. Each tried hard; each
had some amount of success and each never came remotely close to the
vision Isaiah portrays in our scripture passage.

We can end up in despair wondering what the point of even trying
1s. What good is this beautiful vision, this Christian faith, all our mission
efforts if they don’t make a real difference? Is such a lofty goal worse than
having goals we can reach? These are good questions, important questions
and ones we need to wrestle with.

I. FRESH START

When I bought our home in Cleveland, the very first thing I
purchased for it was a snow blower. Ironically, I didn’t use it that much
because most of our winters there had little accumulation, but it sure came
in handy when I needed it. With a 24-inch base I could handle my two-
car driveway and sidewalks fairly quickly. However, my little snow
blower is nothing compared to the one they used at my second church to
clear the parking lot.

Actually, I’'m not quite sure you could even call it a snow blower.

One of the farmers had a big green John Deer tractor with the closed in



riding compartment. He would come over to the church with a 9-foot
auger attached to the front of it. This thing would eat the snow and shoot
it 75 feet in the air. It would make Tim the Tool man proud.

Regardless of whether you use a tractor or small walk behind blower
the whole idea was to clear a path so people could walk and get to work.
This is what Isaiah is proclaiming. “For I am about to create new
heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am
creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy and its people as
a delight.”

This whole prophecy screams with life, prosperity and stability.
Isaiah ties it in with the Creation story. Notice he even uses the word,
“Creates” 3 times in the first two verses. Isaiah tells us that God is going
to clear a new path and give His people a fresh start, a new beginning,
another chance. And friends, who doesn’t need a fresh start? This lofty
Kingdom vision helps us to see this very thing.

A. The vision begins with forgiveness — to not remember and let go of
the past. That can be a hard thing to do and something we will need God’s
help with. The problem on both personal and church levels is we can get
stuck in the past, sometimes because of nostalgia and other times because
of old hurts and grudges. Each has the power to block anything new from
happening. Whether it’s the good old days or so and so done me wrong,
the truth is even though these events are over, sometimes long over, we

keep acting like they are still going on.



The vision calls us to forgive ourselves or others and have the
courage to step into a new reality. It doesn’t matter how we operated in
the past. It is now 2025, almost 26 and God is still at work and has
something for us to participate in. The whole promise of the Gospel is that
we can begin again.

II. WE NEED HIGH IDEALS TO GUIDE US

There are times when I’'m driving and I make a wrong turn.
Sometimes it’s because I’m not paying attention, or the sign was too small
to read, or the road was poorly marked, or I didn’t get over in time to get
off the exit. Now just because I miss a turn doesn’t mean I stop trying to
reach my destination. When I realize my mistake, I get off at the next exit,
my GPS, get my bearings, come up with a plan and turn around to head
in the right direction. What I don’t do is give up.

The same could be said for our faith. There are times we get lost,
miss the opportunity, handle a situation poorly and just plain blow it. Does
that mean we quit trying? No indeed!

Just because we have high ideals and lofty goals doesn’t mean they
are not good ideals and goals. Just because we don’t fully achieve an
objective doesn’t mean it’s a bad objective. I’'m not going to give up on
the Constitution of the USA and its principles of government just because
the people in Washington DC don’t live up to them. I’'m not throwing out
the 10 commandments and the beatitudes just because I don’t follow them
perfectly. They are still great ideals that guide my life journey, even if I

stumble over them.



Speaking the truth, feeding the hungry, consistent commune with
God in prayer, becoming like Christ are all high ideals and goals. Just in
case you have learned yet, we are not going to achieve perfection in any
of these things. Still, they are all great things worth pursuing because they
have the power to transform us and the culture we live in.

Rick Warren — in one of his leadership books spoke about his
church’s plan to begin 30 small groups for 40 days of study. But as he was
praying, he heard God calling him and the church to take a step of faith
and organize for 300 small groups. Now they didn’t get all 300 groups
going, but rather 230 groups. You could say they missed their goal, but
then again, by setting the goal higher they had 200 more ministry groups
than they originally planned. The higher goal stretched their faith, raised
their sights, expanded their fellowship and blessed so many more people
in the community. What a great example of not being afraid to set lofty
goals, not just ones we know we can achieve.

We need the vision of God’s Kingdom not because we can fully
achieve it but because it helps us become more and do more than we could
imagine and come nearer to that ideal than if we did not have it. The vision
becomes our impetus for change here in the real world.

ITII. THE VISION HELPS US PARTICIPATE IN THE KINGDOM
OF GOD RIGHT NOW.

Once there was a couple who had known each other as fellow church

members for many years. Somewhere along the line, love blossomed and

grew between them, and the whole church rejoiced when they announced



their wedding plans. A couple years later, the church rejoiced again when
this couple announced they were pregnant. They were older when they'd
married and had difficulty conceiving. Finally, after fertility treatments,
they learned they were expecting twins. That was a double joy, because
the doctor told them that, because of their age, this was probably their
only chance at having children of  their own.

Sadly, the babies were born many weeks prematurely. Despite the
doctors' best efforts, they lived only a few hours -- just long enough for
the parents to hold them and bestow upon them the names they had chosen
from the start: Abraham Joseph and Sarah Mary, names that, according to
their faith, expressed the fulfillment of God's promise.

And so it happened that, when this couple should have been talking
with their pastor about baptisms, they were taking with him about a
funeral. Together the three of them planned the service, and when the
question of music came up, the parents asked if someone could play the
song, "What a Wonderful World." That struck the pastor as a bit
unusual, but under the -circumstances, of course he said yes.

The service was emotional for everyone. As the pastor pronounced
the benediction at the end, he could see the grief reflected in every face.
Then, as had been previously planned, someone punched a button on a
CD player, and into the church floated the gravelly voice of Louis
Armstrong, singing "What a Wonderful World."

What happened next, no one expected. The husband rose to his feet

and opened his arms. His wife stood, too, and drew herself close to him.



And then, arm in arm, they danced. The two of them danced a dance of
life, clear across the chancel of that church: for they knew, beyond a
doubt, that, when suffering comes, the kingdom of heaven is near. They
knew that life is sometimes ambiguous, filled with contradictions. They
knew that sometimes things happen that no one can explain. Yet they also
knew, the two of them, that nothing -- no heartache, no grief, no loss --
could ever separate them, nor their children, from the love of God in
Christ Jesus.

The vision of the Kingdom allows us to participate in it right here
and right now. When we get mired in the problems, pains and sins of life,
when our human nature is all too unreliable, too selfish, too greedy and
too inhumane we need to see the holy vision and hear the words of Jesus
that his Kingdom has come, and it lives in us and is among us.

Even though we will do it imperfectly, we can model it here and
now through the church. It is this community that is an outpost of the
kingdom of God where the needs of each member are the concerns of all,
where the elderly are loved and cherished and remembered, where
children are loved and safe and free to explore, where God is worshipped
and where we never cease in our efforts to serve others. Here the vision
of grace becomes real, even if we will only glimpse it in part.

As crazy as it might seem, we are a people who dare to pray “thy
kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” Help us to

do our part to make it so, Lord. Amen.
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Isaiah 65:17-25

17 For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former
things shall not be remembered or come to mind.

18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating, for I am about
to create Jerusalem as a joy and its people as a delight.

19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem and delight in my people; no more shall the
sound of weeping be heard in it or the cry of distress.

20 No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days or an
old person who does not live out a lifetime, for one who dies at a hundred
years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred
will be considered accursed.

21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards
and eat their fruit.

22 They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and
another eat,

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen
shall long enjoy the work of their hands.

23 They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall
be offspring blessed by the Lord - and their descendants as well.

24 Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear.

25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; the lion shall eat straw like
the ox,

but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on
all my

holy mountain, says the Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be To God.



