“I NEED A FAITH BUMP”
Luke 17:1-10 October 5, 2025
Peacemaking Sunday

A story is told in Israel about a man named Joseph Abileah, the founder of the
Haifa Symphony Orchestra. Some years ago he was in an Arab village talking
with people. Other villagers crowded around him, and said, "We are going to Kill
you." Joseph asked them why. "We have orders to do so. You are Jewish and we
are Arab, and our leaders have told us to kill every Jew that we see."

As a solitary man surrounded by a hostile crowd, Joseph knew that to resist
would be futile. He also knew that to show signs of weakness would only encourage
the crowd to overcome its timidity about doing this inhuman thing. So he asked
how they were going to kill him. "We will throw you down a well." "Where is
the well?" "Over there."

Joseph walked over to the well; the people followed, determined to kill him.
By the time they reached the well, it was clear that the mood of the people was
changing. They saw in him a human being who was not afraid, who was not hostile,
who stood before them confident, courageous, willing to face death.

They hesitated. Instead of throwing him into the well, they asked themselves
how to avoid this murder they felt obliged to inflict, but that they no longer wanted
to commit. Finally, a solution was discovered. They decided to make him a
Moslem. Since he would no longer be Jewish, they would not have to kill him.
They declared on the spot that Joseph Abileah was a Moslem, therefore no longer
susceptible to death. He then passed through the midst of them and walked away.

For some strange reason we human beings have this tendency to label
ourselves and others. Perhaps it makes us feel better, more secure, to declare who is

“us” and who is “them”. Of course, you know you can’t fully trust “them”. Along



with this labeling comes hate ideology, dehumanization, and sadly even religious
justification for our persecution and prejudice towards them. How easily we make
enemies! Yet, Christ has called us to the blessed work of peacemaking, a daunting
task to be sure and yet, much needed in this time we live in.

We turn to the Gospel of Luke, which at first read doesn’t sound like much of a
peacemaking passage, until we begin pealing back the layers. Lest we forget, the early
church was multicultural, multi-socioeconomic, male and female, variety of
languages, soldiers, merchants, slaves, landowners all coming from different
religious and philosophical backgrounds. It’s a miracle the early church didn’t
completely blow apart. The Church’s first major peacemaking effort was with itself.

Luke blends together four messages of Jesus to teach how we live together in
peace when there are so many differences. Perhaps we can glean a lesson or two in
practicing our own peacemaking. After all, how are we going to be peacemakers in
the world if we can’t live as a people of peace among ourselves?

I. SAILING TAGS AIR FLOW TELS

Several years ago a parishioner took me sailing on Lake Erie. It is a great lake
for sailing because there is almost always a breeze. There is more to sailing than just
steering the wheel. To get the most benefit from the wind you have to pay attention
to the direction it is blowing. My friend pointed to the Air Flow Tels that were
attached to the sail. These are basically colored ribbons that indicate the subtle
movements of the wind. When these air flow tells are pointed straight out you have
the sails receiving maximum wind and flowing with it. But you have to pay attention
to the Air Flow Tels and adjust accordingly.

Jesus said, “Occasions for sin are bound to come, but woe to anyone through

whom they come!” Believe it or not, the first act of peacemaking is to guard against
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sin. Why? Because sin destroys relationships and peace between people. Jesus tells
us that sin and temptations are bound to come, especially to those who follow him.
Somehow people think being in Christ means we have reached some kind of spiritual
perfection. We forget the sanctification process lasts our whole life. Jesus tells us sin
and temptation are real struggles, and no one is immune to it. Then he warned, “Be
on your guard.” Well how do we do that?

Watch the Spiritual air flow tels. Be humble enough to examine yourself in the
light of God’s word, prayer, an accountability partner, and especially with the life of
Jesus. The goal is not to beat yourself up, but to stay on the course of discipleship.
We are never so mature that we won’t be tempted or sin. We need a power greater
than our own to meet the tests. We need Holy Spirit wind power. Because our lives
impact others, the choices we make are important. Guarding against sin is the first
step in peacemaking.

I1. MIND THE CAMPFIRE

I don’t know if you ever have started a campfire, but usually one begins small.
Unless you are one of those pyromaniacs who throw gasoline on a bunch of wood
and lights a match, you use small tinder and twigs, gradually building the fire until
you can add the logs.

Jesus said, “It would be better for you if a millstone were hung around your
neck and you were thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these little
ones to stumble.”

When Jesus talks about the “little ones” he is not referring to children, rather he is
referring to the spiritual immaturity of people new to the faith. One who has lived a

life of faith, experienced God, and been shaped by Word and Spirit is going to be at
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a different place in their discipleship than someone who just recently declared Jesus
as their Lord and Savior.

Jesus is saying don’t stomp on another smoldering faith fire. Newbies are not
going to get everything right, don’t understand how churches work, haven’t
developed their theology, and surely haven’t figured out what following Jesus is all
about. Give them a break. Encourage, treat gently, and exercise grace. Don’t dump
water over their fire. It is enough that they are excited about the Lord and their church
family. Growing our faith takes time. As older brothers and sisters be patient and
remember we all have a long road ahead. If we treat one another with Christ’s grace,
then all will experience the peace of Christ.

ITII. PRACTICE FORGIVENESS

Jesus said, “If a brother or sister sins, you must rebuke the offender, and if
there is repentance, you must forgive...even 7 times a day.” There is no peace
without forgiveness in a church, in a family, even between nations. Forgiveness
doesn’t mean we forget, doesn’t mean we don’t speak up about wrongs and injustice,
doesn’t mean truth is withheld, and doesn’t mean we place ourselves in harmful toxic
relationships. It does mean we place the sin and hurt in God’s hands. It means we let
God judge and let go of revenge, hatred, and resentment. It means we open the
possibility of making amends and restoration. Forgiveness means we remember that
God has forgiven each of us so that we might have peace in Christ. What we are
shooting for is honesty that takes care of people, not obliterates them.

IV. EXERCISE FAITH

Well after all these directions of Jesus, the disciples are feeling overwhelmed.

It 1s difficult to guard against sin, practice patience and grace, and forgive others,

especially when someone keep ticking us off. If we are following Jesus, I guarantee
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we will feel the heavy burden of obedience especially as leaders in a congregation.
This trusting God stuff is not easy.

So the apostles cry out, “Increase our faith”. They are thinking the only way
they can follow Jesus is if he gives them more faith, as though faith. The Lord replied,
“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry bush,
‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it would obey you.”

What matters is not the amount of faith you have but rather the exercise of it.
Use the faith that you have. Even a little active faith can do great work. Why? Because
faith is openness to the power of God. Because faith cancels out the words impossible,
absurd, can’t afford it. Faith lays hold of God with whom nothing is impossible.

God is not stingy. If you want to increase your faith, then be faithful. I am glad
that people take time to pray and discern God’s will, but it is all but wasted effort if
we don’t step out and act in faith. If we want peace in the world, then we must
exercise peace. Laboring for peace means we are exercising faith, which makes
peace possible.

IV.DO YOUR DUTY.

A decade long research project by Dr. Jack Wiley, asked the question, “What do
employees want most from their immediate supervisor?”” There is much to the report
but for the sake of time, the top three answers were: Support and Consideration,
Recognition, and Dignity and Respect.

Obviously, Jesus did not read this report when he spoke this last parable. None
of these employee wants are found in it. In fact, it is just the opposite. It is a tough
parable for us to hear because one, we have an aversion to slavery and two, it seems
like the master is very insensitive to the plight of his hard-working slave who has

been laboring all day in the field and now has to make supper for his master, before
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he can eat. The slave does all this without receiving one word of thanks. This goes
against everything we were taught.

What is Jesus trying to say? We should never say thank you. On top of this,
Jesus plays a trick on his disciples. Notice he begins the parable with, “Who among
you would say to your slave...” In other words, at the beginning of the parable Jesus
places the disciples and his readers, in the position of master. In his culture, slaves
obey. They don’t labor for recognition or ask for a seat at the decision-making table.
They aren’t thanked for doing their job.

Then Jesus turns the table on his disciples when he says, “So you also, when
you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we
have done only what we ought to have done!” See what Jesus did! They begin
thinking like a master only to realize they are not the master, they are the slave, we
are the worthless slaves. Ouch! That worthless part hurts.

Understand, the parable is not about how the master treats his slave, but how
the slave understands his role. The Parable puts us in our place. God is God and we
are not. Yet, how easily we try to take God’s place. The first temptation in the Garden
of Eden was, “eat and your eyes will be open and you will be like God.” We run
into problems when we expect Jesus to be at our beck and call. Like the chief end of
Jesus is to glorify us. God is not indebted to us or here to do our will.

Here's the thing, peace will never come if we keep acting like we are God,
instead of being the servants of God. This I believe is a big problem of many world
leaders. They keep trying to play all powerful gods and then we wonder why there is
no peace in the world. Perhaps if they were more servant than god, peace would come

quicker.



After the 1986 meltdown at Ukraine's Chernobyl nuclear power plant, a large
number of plant workers courageously went back into the facility, even though they
were facing unknown -- and very possibly lethal -- doses of radiation. The most
urgent task was constructing the concrete "sarcophagus' that would completely
enclose the damaged reactor building, thereby containing as much radiation within
that structure as possible.

These workers -- known as "liquidators" because they were attempting to
liquidate the negative effects of the disaster -- did the best they could to protect
themselves, but it soon became apparent that self-protection was a losing battle. The
protective clothing issued to them was inadequate, so some of them simply held
lead sheets in front of their bodies. Most worked in shifts of only minutes at a time,
in an attempt to reduce their exposure further.

Some 350,000 of the liquidators received radiation doses equal to 1,000 chest
x-rays -- about five times the recommended maximum doses for nuclear-plant
workers. Of the most heavily-exposed workers, 28 immediately lost their lives to
radiation poisoning, while another 106 were treated and survived. Approximately
90,000 of the liquidators are facing long-term health problems as a result of their
exposure. Such is the price of duty. Yet, without the courage of these workers,
putting themselves in harm's way, the effects of the disaster on Europe would have
been vastly larger.

The second lesson of this parable is do your duty. Can you do your duty without
being praised or rewarded for it? If we are doing good so we might be acknowledged,
appreciated, and celebrating we are doing good for the wrong reason. We are certainly
not serving God, but rather ourselves. This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t thank people

or appreciate them. But would you do the good even if no one noticed it, you didn’t
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get paid, or advance your career? You did the good because it was the right thing to
do, because it was a service unto the Lord, because it blessed another or a group, and
be satisfied with a job well done. And then, not stand on your laurels, but move on to
the next task at hand.

What peace it would bring if everyone took the role of servant in the church, in
the home, and in the community. What a difference it would make if we were more
concerned about doing our duty than treating others or even the church as if they were
here to serve us. Martin Luther, “Only as we discover ourselves as the dutiful
servant of all do we also discover ourselves truly free.”

We don’t need a faith bump, we just need to live it by doing our duty, guarding
our souls, treating people with grace, and forgiving one another. This is the

foundation whereby we become peacemakers. Amen.



Luke 17:1-10

1Jesus said to his disciples, “Occasions for sin are bound to come, but woe
to anyone through whom they come!

21t would be better for you if a millstone were hung around your neck and
you were thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these little ones
to sin.

3 Be on your guard! If a brother or sister sins, you must rebuke the
offender, and if there is repentance, you must forgive.

4 And if the same person sins against you seven times a day and turns back
to you seven times and says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

6 The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could
say to this mulberry tree, '‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’” and it would
obey you.

7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from
plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your
place at the table’?

8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your
apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’?

9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded?

10 S0 you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say,
“"We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be To God.



